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LETTER, &c. 



Dear Siih 



OUR Letter of the Second instaat k 99 
interesting, the facts you mention are So impoar-* 
tanty and the state of our Clergy, and the dis4 
positions of the Lower orders of the pec^le^ 
described by you with such an air of truths 
appeared to me so pregnant with future mis* 
chiei^ that I felt myself bound to submit the 
whole of your important statement to the con^ 
sideration pf those, whose judgment and discre* 
tion would be likely to assist me in forming my 
opinion on matters which are yery near to my 
heart 
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Conversing with thenii I soon discovered, 
that those - violent rivalships and intrigues, 
which disgrapf ihe'Ciiniii^atei for the Vacant 
See of Tuam^ were perfectly known in this 
Country; and that each and every fact you 
mention had been stated to isome of the Lead* 
ing Men here, with the most direct and minute 
information. — It is generally luiown, that Dr, 
Kelly has been nominated to Tuam^ b^ the 
Secret Consistory of Maynooth, in defiance of. 
all the Suffragan Bishops of Connaught, each of 
whom seems to have been active in oppositlob 
to tSie Man, who is dius unexpectedly elevated 
l^borethem; and that much rancour has'pre- 
VttHed t>n this tubject, not only amongst the 
kadtng Men of the second order of our Qergy, 
but amomgrt the Bishops themselves ! 

ynizt the Views of any Statesman may b^, 
widi regard to these subjects; what plans he 
nmy meditate; liow far he will avail himself o^ 
ittformadon thus mhiutely acquired, for the 
purpose of proposing a more rational system of 
Ecdesiastical Oovernment than now obtains 
amongst US| it is impossible for me to ascertain. 
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' 8«t, wbaittver may b? his hitehtioiis, orti 
prittciple of reasoningj from which you may 
argite as from any axiom hi Euclid, ib, that 
England and Ireland begin to bel^etter kn^wK 
to each other than, from various circumstances, 
they have been liitberta The factioiis of Ca-* 
tholic and Protestattt, which shallow Politi- 
cians supposed to have been the chief, if not the 
only cause of civil |>crturbation heretofore, ate 
now known to be only secondary to other ob- 
jects, and of a tendency very different iroihtliat 
of maintaining Religious opinions* 

The ambitions Spirit also, which betrays 
itself amongst us, whenever an Episcopal 
Vacancy occurs ; the Spirit of Ecclesiastical 
Dominion, which broods at Maynooth over the 
exclusive patronage of 5 millions of people, styi* 
ing that Spiritual Independence, which is in fact 
an uncontrouled temporal Patronageof c£200,000 
per annum; and a determination formed at 
Maynooth, to resist every Lay Presentation to 
Catholic Livings in Ireland, have provoked 
minute inquiries into the internal Government ' 
t)f our Church; and many circumstances relat* 
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iDg to marriages^ disp^satienSi excommunica- 
tions, and Parish dues, begin to be, weighed ia 
the scales of Polititians, which, if we had been 
more conciliatory in our manners^ n)ight have 
passed away unnoticed, either lost in apparent 
insignificance, or perhaps unregarded by that 
species of apathy which ensues, when the 
disputes of Religionists subside in settled hatre4 
to each other, and. the Disputants, disgusted 
by contests of malignity, turn away indignant 
from every fact, that might lead to more acri- 
mony, or compel them to further investigation^ 
II, You will easily believe that facts, so dis- 
graceful to our Clergy, as those which mark the 
Canvass for the Diocese of Tuam, are soon re- 
ported, and speedily disseminated throughout 
j£ngland ; and that too, with a peculiar degi:eQ 
pf sarcastic malice, which is the more to be la- 
mented, because it has the dangerous effect of 
enfeebling the manly energies of our people, 
diverting them from the common enemy to mur 
tual aggression, degrading us even in our own 
• estimation, and rendering us objects of suspi- 
fioq abroad, in proportion as we {^re divided ii^ 
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7 
:<mi; Councils, and idly factious or tttJtbulentl^ 
discontents at home. t ; 

I care not which of the rivals has given 
most scandal. The conduct of all, so jea- 
lous, so envious of each, other, and their 
private rancor exerted in public recrimination^ 
xli^ualify them, until they return to more 
Christian sentiments, from performing the 
tluties of a Ministry which they have profaned 
by worldly passions, and disgraced by uproan 
The Sanctuary of the Meek and the Mercif\i]| 
"which has been invaded by ambition, , antl pol- 
luted by strife, must be sanctified by reconcili** 
ation and humility. 

If, instead of deriving happiness from the 
peace, and prosperity, and good morals of our 
people, atid of our Church, under the mild ia-^ 
fluence of a Constitution so ballanced, that 
neither the Ins nor the Outs can nuse a Religi-* 
ous cry, without provoking the indignation t)f 
England, and incurring the danger of im-^ 
peachment, we will act upon those very prin^ 
ciples of turbulence, which we condemn in o«r 
enemies; if, feeling our own insignificance ia 
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^hfi g^eat naas of popuUtlon wfaieb 6urroufH)« 
us, we will endeavour to bring ourft^lves into 
notice by fury,, or ta gain influence by ferocity, 
4t leill th*n become tlic duty of the Civil Ma- 
gistrate to take care, that the peace of the 
jConununity may nQt be disturbed, ^^ ne quid 
dctrimenti Jtespublim capiat^'' to arrest the pro^ 
gress of faction, and to make us >feel, that the 
only respect, to which we can lay claim, must 
axise from the am^ qf aur *cu*tue^ aipd not frojn 
^ dread of our brutality. 
^ I^L I am sorry to be compelled by these 
recent transactions, and by many others whieh 
have occurred within these, last three or four 
years, even at public trials nt BoTy to aokpow^ 
]^4ge, in cool dispa9sionate argument, that a Ret 
£(^i!mation is indispensably necessary in ih^ inters 
nul discipline and oecooomy of the Irish Cliurch^ 
for, these yiac/^ clearly demonstrate, tliat an 
Anti-christian Spirit, of worldly pride, a^d tem*- 
ppral dominion, has cprrupted the ancient hu^ 
mility, the ingenuops candour, and the simr 
felicity of our Ecclesiastical manners; and that 
tamQis^ntims Catholics hay^ more ju^t cause 
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to be flrlarmed for ihe total extiactioB of ijife 
Sanctity ^ the IslmdofSuinH^ than tp fear itioae 
Mltttary jrestraifits of Legal responsibility^ ^^w<- 
edly consistent with their faith, which sobet 
Anti-faofitical Statewhen endeavour, in pity to 
the Irish people, to interpos^e, as an JEgis of de- 
fence, between dieirKberties and the usurpations 
of that uneontroukd Maynooth Imperium ik 
Imperi^y which is insidiously styled the Inde^ 
pendent Hierarchy of the Irish Church. 

V. I rfmll ddiver the doctrines of the 
Catholic Church, on the subject of Spirt fuai 
independence, and Divine Rights with all thsft 
respect for the Episcopal order, to which that 
order is justly intitled* 

I would die for the genuine articles^ of the 
Catholic faith, as many of our Ancestors have, 
^o are now, I trust, enjoying the glory of 
eanscientious attachment to Revelation. But 
I will not be imposed upon by an insidious 
datnour, the object of which Is to gild the pill 
of Ecclesiastical domination, by giving it the 
colour of Divine Right, and to consecrate by a 
sacred name one of the most ufigenerous usurpa- 
tions, and one ef the most novel, against the 
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<righ]t$ and privileges of the second oider of 
Clei^, against the Nobilityp and against the 
Gentry of Ireland^ that ever has disgraced a 
Christian country. 

i V. This language may appear strong, but it 
.will be found less so than the facts which I am 
about to alledge; and I feel no scruple in speak- 
ing bold truths at a time so aweful as the pr(;sent. 
I feel no hesitation in warning ray Countryn^ n 
to take care, that, whilst they are called upon^^ 
in the sacred name of Religion, to waste the. 
energies of their generous minds in resisting 
a Phantom, their attention may not be diverted 
from the deplorable sacrifice they are actually 
making of their dearest privileges, to a con* 
federacy against the prescriptive rights of their 
Nobility, their Gentry^ their second order of 
Clergy, and the whole body of the Irish people; 
a confederacy which shrinks from inquiry, 
which will endeavour to overawe discussion^ 
as if it were impious to question its au- 
thority, and which must tremble, because it 
must fall, before the tribunal of manly, rational, 
and public investigation. , 
VI* The Private Consistory of Maynooth 
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][ias had complete evidence of the Clerical 
uproar raised in the Counties of Gal way and 
Maio, by the unblushing ambition of two of 
the Candidates for thQ See of Tuam, The facts 
are of such public notoriety, that, even if nd 
documents had been submitted to them on that 
subject, the publicity of the conduct to which 
X allude^ the circulation of printed hand \A\\i 
relating to it, and the indignation and disgust 
which it has excited in every breast truly 
Catholic^ demanded that both Candidates shotil4 
be interdicted the exercise of their functions, 
with a view to public edification. — How then 
does it happen^ that the Prvoatt Consistory has 
nominated one of those very men to the Archi-? 
episcopal See, in preference to all the Suffragan 
Bishops of the Province, without demanding 
any apology for the scandal given, and in 6p- 
posijtipn to tJiesoUcitatioDJS of those very Suffia* 
gans, oyer whom he is thus. indecently and un^ 
canonically apppipted tp preside? ^ , 

yil. The tn^tivfis of jpen ought to be deerhed 
virtuous, unless the facts are so obviously atro* 
pious, as to.ix>apife$t the wicked intention of 
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their perpetrators, or in cases where the motives 
ire 4mjfwtd. Now in the iii stance before hS; tbe 
jpersofis constituring ^ Prvoatt Consistory of 
Maynooth ajvow, that Mn Kelly is appointed to 
T-ftaiB, because he was nominated by his de- 
teased Predecessor, tiie loaost Her. Doctor Dil* 
Ion ; or, in other words, because the See of 
Tuam was bequeathed to him by the last witt 
and testament of the deceased ! 

VIII. The truth is, that twenty-one Sufira- 
^an Bishops havis entered into a solemn com- 
pact with the four Arch-bishops of Ireland, 
that they, the Suffragans, shall be allowed to 
bequeadi their respective Dioceses to whomso^ 
ever they please, provided the Archbishops are 
allowed to do the s^me; tnd so Doctor Trt^y has 
bequeathed Dublin to a Mr. Murphy; Doctor 
Dillon has bequeatlied Tuam to a Mr. Kelly ; 
other Bishops also have already elected theijr 
own Successors, without tlie least reference to 
the feelings of the Subordinate Clergy, Gentry^ 
or Nobility, and this is styled Canonical elec- 
tion I This is the boasted, this the glorioufe 
Spiritual Independence of the Irish Church ! ^ 
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' IX^ Mr. KjsMy iiiight bare beetle for Ttrious 
teBstms, objectioi^ble; very tni€: — yet it was 
deemed exp^ent, rather thsur violate the €(an* 
pacty to force him oa die Provinot, ia des*" 
{nght o£ tbe oppositknt of aU its Saffiragaii 
Bishops, because if^ in any ioistance, the com t 
pact ghouM be violated, the hofy Ccttfedei'acp 
xmght ceaist to he biiidiii^. The violation m 
one instance would lead to violation in another; 
and the surviving Bishops; would expose them- 
selves to the danger of not having their owm 
teUls executed after their demise: 

X, The esteem I entertain for some men, is 
bounded only oil my opinion of their virtue 
dsttd disinterestedness^ either in the intercourse 
of private society^ or in the performance of 
public duties. As soon as I have the mortii- 
fication to discover, that this opinion is but 
the illiasion of friendship too warm, and Irish 
generosity mis^pliedy the charm vanishes ; cod 
judgment resumes her empire; I hesitate na 
Ixmgeir to enquire into motives which pr«$en|; 
]^mselves in u ^juestionable shape; I no longer 
k^rupteta waftQh th« oonductof jliios^ very MaA 
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mth an eye of jealonsy and deep suspicion^ and 
60, I dare to enquire,; with all due respect foe 
the real Divine Right of Episcopacy, whether^ 
under the mask of Religion, under the loud 
tumultuous roar of iSp^tiffa/ Independence, and 
in this Volcano of zeal, which sets the House of 
God on fire, a conspiracy may not be formed 
against the real liberties. Civil and Religious^ 
of the Irish people. 

- XI. Under circumstances such as I have 
vnentioned, so manifestly betraying pride of 
power ^ and lust of dominion^ I would no longer 
he the dupe of promises ; I would demand cate- 
gorical answers on all intricate subjects, which 
admit of double meanings; I would not rest sat 
tisficd with verbal disavowals, where I feel the 
necessity of recurring to the protection of. Law. 
I will suppose, for instance, that the Bishops 
disavow the imputed resolution of not ac- 
ceding in future to any Lay Patronage. Will 
our good countrymen rest satisfied with the 
protestations of men who have already deprived 
jtbe Parish- Priests of the right of nominating 
ithciir own Curates; Men. who claim the exclusivt 
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tight of wielding all the power/ and exercid^ 
all the patronage of the Catholic -Church of 
Ireland, without any responsUnlityy or any con4 
troul? What security will the vague protiesta* 
tions of Meiv thus pos^sssing usurped dominion, 
afford to the unprotected privileges of the Irish 
people^ against the future encroachments o 
lurking rapacity? I& it ndecssary, in such cir- 
cumstances, to repeat, that Ireland stands jn need 
of the interference and ^t protection oflcm? \t 
XL I appeal not to the passions of my coun-^> 
trymen^ Passions, always blind and boisterous, 
divert our attention from real to imaginary 
dangers^ I appeal to sober reason and reflec- 
tion; to the;understandingsof a Manly, and to 
the interests and feelings of a generous people. 
It is not the blustering of defiance, nor the 
menace of power, nor the swaggering of in^ 
temperance, nor the brawling of pretended 
SpiritualisUy th3t c^n resist the force of truth, 
Xruth is propagated amongst rational beings 
only by persuasion* Violence may extort con- 
fession from the tongue,, whilst the understand-^ 
ing remains, unchanged, unshaken by uproar; 
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^Bmi setting. ^qyaUy at defiai^e tSie temptffat 
Imstiiity of tncn, who vould Imve li^ beKeva 
kfaattfaek ]K>wer is only Spirituai^ dttd the tem-^ 
poml raifages of the sword- 
, Xn. You 9»y,. that to qoestioiy the Dirise- 
right of each Biafaop to bequeath his diocese to: 
whom he pleases^ is to incur the danger pf a^ 
eammonicatian; and that their Lordsliips thd 
Bv^iops will resist, ev^ry attempt to infringe ots 
this rights and wilt exhort the people abo iB^ 
st^S^r nfartyrd$m in defence of it — Bravo C 
/ Oiu'ancestofs^suf&ri^mart^rdoinfbrArtieleit 
<yf rwealedf^th. They lost their prc^ties-fo]^ 
tnmntaining the doctrfnes of t}ie Trinitgr the 
incarnation^ the SacramenU. Bot theefe doo-' 
trines wereeleurly d^^ttd from, the Holy Scrip-* 
tureS) and fronl^ Apostolical traditimi^; and ihef 
were denned by tiiat aothiorjty which abm \b 
con^petent tod^e them, namely the aM^rtl^ir 
of the Universal Church* The .fir&t Aitiol^ 
df the Huh €f FaUh, taught 4t Maynootb^ 
is^ eicpressed. in these^ words >--" Tiie tat^ 
<'ati^ onbf^ Ruk of the Caihotie Faitb, ttf 
? wh«^ all di»ol4i|ed lo^Eter pdn o£h«i«iy md 



i» 
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**cxcomuiuni(iation> is Divine Relation, delU^ 
** vei-ed to the PNphets^ zndAposiks^ and pro-*' 
** posed by the Catholic Church in her Genei^t* 
^\CouncHSyOr by her universal fracHce, to bd*^ 
"believed as an Article of Catholic Faith. ^ :* 

"No doctrine caii be of failh, if either the 
^^Jlrst condition fail, to wit, Divine Revelation f^ 
"or the second^ which is its Proposal ^^ an[ 
^t Article of Divine faith by ^e Universal^ 
" CAwrcA--— Consequently no doctrine, that? 
"has been introduced since the Apostles'; 
*^ times, even though miracles should have b«enr 
" wriwgbtin confirmation of it, is t6 bebeirevcd; 
*^yfii\iDvQim Faith; tor any re^elatiott made^ 
" toJany Saint since the Apostlea' ds^s, cdn-^ 
" tained in the Liveaof^akits; neithier oughfi 
"^ny mitocle r^ortedMn th^ir Legends^ to ^ 
*^; b^Uevedas of faith, even though the^micacjlcs: 
^i j4re related by most holy roen, as Si. Jermn 
? S. AtJtamsiuSy S. Augustine S.^ Gregory ^ /Jfe 
^tHrjeat;. . nay, even though reported, .and apa 
"fnwed by Grcnefal CoiincilS, Or in ftillai bf 
*• Canonization of Saints, 

**Thc ^c&aOT(;i»,t;l\ifi,.tbit either ioiA ofi 

B 
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^^ the twd conditions, or one of them, is want- 
** ing in all those instances. The Revelations 
** are not made either to the Prophets^ or to the 
** ApostleSy nor are' the miracles performed by' 
''them."* 

Xiri. Now, before Irish Bishops proceed' to 
the dangerous experiment of exciting the' 
Nobility, Gentry, arid Clergy of Ireland, to th^ 
sacrifice of Lives and Propertied, and the' 
Crown of Martyrdom, which they are so ready to* 
promise us, if we engage in their cause, let 
them' feirly step forward, riot in their prrcaie' 
Consistory of Maynooth, but in a free National 
Council, such as war held by the Primate 
Gclsus, ai^ Fiadh-mac JEngusaj where fifty 
BiJshops attended, with three hundred Priests 
ot the second order, four thousand Abbots 
sttid Monks, arid the Chiefe of the Irish 
nation, A. D. mcxi, and let them there de- 
cide, when or where the Catholic Church 



f See tUe first Article of Verdnks'd .Re^/a Fithi, pdmit 
fer the use of the Royal College of Afoynooth; aUoinEngH^h^ 
at Paris 1660 ; and in Latin, Paris 1760. Bossuet's £xpo<« 
sitlon, in English, LoodoA l6§6, and Cork 1803*^ ' ' 
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has taught, as an Article of faith, that Dio» 
ceses are disposable like private property, 
50 that Bishops may bequeath them by will to 
th^ir favourites or relatives, as they actually 
arrogate to themselves the right of doing in 
Ireland, without any reference to the feelings 
of the Clergy or the Laity, without any respon- 
sibility y without any controul! It is very fine 
to talk of Martyrdom ; but Presumption and 
Martyrdom are hot children of the same Parent, 
or Disciples of the same School. Fanaticism 
boasts of its Martyrs* Usurpers have heen 
Deijfiedy and Buonaparte has already marked* 
his own apotheosis in the sword of Orion ! 

XIV. I call upon ail those Irish who lov^ 
their Country, all those who are attached sin- 
cerely to the Catholic Religion ; I call upon the 
bishbps themselves, as they value their salvation, 



* During the late IiisH Rebellion, when confessions were 
^ai^TX^d ^ hy tdriure f ma.ny of the poorer. Irish bravfid the 
Ordeal rather than betray their Associates ! Was this Mar* 
iyrdom }— A' dastardly race may be misled without endanger- 
ing! their exifitence; but to BC[e ^ high-spiHted people, so prou 
digal;of Me fs the Iijshy.,thp8 mtskd, excite^ our indigoatioQ. 
^ Causa nottpcthajfacU Marty ran/* 
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to consider well, e'er it be too late, that a Reform; 
is necessary, not in one, nor in two, but in 
several points of Discipline, in the actual state, 
of the Irish Church; that the want of this Re-. 
form is becoming more apparent every day;, 
that it is manifesting itself to our own Laity ; 
that it is encreasing with the increase of our 
population ; that we might as well attempt to 
arrest the course of the Sun, as endeavour to^ 
conceal this necessity from our own people, or 
to prevent its operation, without altering the^ 
present system; that if a reform does not 
commence from ourselves, in a spirit of true 
Christian humility and disinterestedness, it must 
commence from others; and that then, those 
seasonable remedies, which ought to origituit^ 
in the kindness of friendly admonition, will, 
be inflicted, coen by our awn people^ m a 
spirit of passion which is always blind, anger 
which is always intemperate, and Religit^s 
hostility which never confines itself within the 
bounds o( Christian moderation. — Is there ^ 
Parish in Ireland^ the population of which hai 
hot doubled within these last thirty yearii? Is 
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tliere a Priest who does not acknowledge that 
he has too many people to attend to? How 
many Parishes are there that ought to be divided 
into two ? Is there one Priest more now in these 
Parishes so doubled and quadrupled, than there 
were thirty years ago? Have not you and I 
seen Women far gone in child birth, fast until 
after sun-set, waiting for older and more infirm 
people than themselves, to receive the Sacra- 
ment first? And are not murder and rapine en- 
creasing in proportion as private confession is 
hurried overy and the Priest's examination is 
less severe? 

XV. I would humbly and earnestly entreat 
of our Bishops to consider, that there is no in- 
stance, and there ought to be none, in the his- 
tory of the Christian Church, in which the 
Bishops of any Catholic Country elected their 
own Successors, or bequeathed their own Dio^ 
jpcses, as the Bishops of Ireland actually do, by 
their own private choice; a private arrange* 
mentf in which Simdny, for ought wc know, but 
'-certainly favouritism, reasons of Jlesh and bloody 
and worldly propensities, must necessarily pre* 
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vail against honest exertions; and a Conning 
Priest, who will stoop to vile artifices, and pros- 
titute his sacred character at the shrine of adu- 
lation and falsehood, must, in the natural course 
of human events, have a better prospect of . pre- 
ferment, than he who, possessed of generous 
Christian magnanimity, dares to be just, even at 
the hazard of a Mitre, and preserves untainted 
that honourable Apostolical poverty, whiqh de- 
tests hypocrisy, and scorns the arts of dissimu- 
lation.* " Ne quid falsi dicer e audeat, ne quid 
veri non audeat.'' 

XVL Shall it be said in England, shall it be 
known in Gath, that at the very moment when 
petitions for Emancipation, are pouring into 
P- — t from every County in Ireland, we are yet 



* " Hujus mundi sapientia cst,cormacbinationibus tegcrc^ 
^* sensum verbis yelare, quae falsa sunt vera ostendere, qu9 
** vera sunt falsa demoostare. Hanc qui sciunt, caeteroa 
" despicieudo superbiunt. Hanc qui nesciunt, subjecti ct 
" timidi in aliis mirantur, quia ab eis haec eadem duplicf- 
<< tatis iniquitas nomine palliata diligitur, duna mentis 
" perversitas Urbanitas vocktixry Haec sibi obsequeutibus 
*^ praeeipit honorum cnlmina quoerere, adepta iempordlis gloriiD 
« vanitate gaudere, &c/' S. Gregor. Moral. L lO, c, l6; 
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so little a-live to the true principles of Liberty, 
as to witness with cold indifference ^m awaotd 

JOespotism, which S.Paul styles J)ominatioin 
Cleris^ rivetting the chains of slavery at our 

jdoors. Shall we deinonp.trate that we are un- 
w<v)thyof Emanpipation by our neglect of the 
most laborious, and ^ost Reserving portion of 

• ,qur Couatryineii, ^QParish-priests^ who, how- 
ever strangers they may be supposed to thefashio* 
jnable fooleries of civilized life, will, however, on 
nearer acquaintance, be fo^nd not deficient in 
that useful knowledge, which qualifies thera for 
heing the friends of the poor ? Men who start up 
from their uneasy repose, in the pelting storm 
and darkness of a winter's night, and under- 
take a dangerous journey of , eight or ten miles, 
traversing dreary mountains, or wading through 
rivers and marshes, to administer the comforts 
of Christianity to the distressed ! 

Is it not a well known fact, that sortie Men of 
the second order of Clergy, Men whose learn* 
ing$ morals, andrnqdesty, qualify them for the 
highest stations in th6 Church, have been de- 
nied epiployment by their Bishops, and throwja 
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lor subsidence on the benevoleiice of thepubKd, 
for reasons in petto? 

Is not every Priest in Ireland liable to be 

thrown upon the wide world for subsistence, 

'without any responsibility on the part of the 

Bishop, who need only withdraw his faculties, 

'without assigning a cause? And yet, do not the 

Canons positively enjoin, that no Clergyman 

"shall be deprived of his office, or suspended^ as 

we term it, without the cause being alledged^ 

'and proved^ and committed to writings " causa 

allegata in scriptis et probata ? " 

^ Now, if these facts are as I state them, and I 

'call upon you and the public to enquire, then, I 

ask, is this the boasted Independence of the Irish 

Hierarchy ? are these the Glorious Liberties of 

the Irish Church? Is the responsibility oi Law 

pever to be khowh in that Church? 

Is the good sense of a nation, famed for 
quickness of perception, keenness of wit, and 
vivacity, to be cajoled by the hypocritical cant- 
ing of Men, who would dispense thraldom thus 
in bountiful profusion, and generous liberality 
^o others, and reserve Independence ohiy for 
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^<A^e/»*efcc^/— No,— let us not wailf for a Bud- 
liaparte to reform us ; biit m a National and fr^e 
'Council, and in union with our Bishops^ witli 
^principles of Charity for the surrounding ^kdik, 
and with Loyalty antl Love for a Constitutioh 
that stands unrivalled in the history of tHe 
^ world, let us calmly reform ourselves. 

XVIL It is very riatiiral, that persons who 
possess power should endeavour, at all hazard*^ 
to retain it, without submitting to any controul. 
Experience diews that men are never so artful, 
or so vindictive in the defence of just rights, is 
' they are in defence of usurpation. I therefoite 
do not wonder that the bigotry of ignoranc^, 
the jealousy to England, the Democracy 6f 
"Revolutionists, and the Principles of Rebellion, 
^and Sepamtion, have coalesced against grantiu]^ 
si limited Negative to the Civil Power in thfe 
appointment of our Bishops. On the contrary, I 
always foresaw that the most outrageous and oppO' 
Site passions would confederate, in order td pri* 
vent atly and every interference, which migKt 
tend to restrain' the uncontrouled dominion of 
Maynooth, within the limits of just, and legal. 
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>^4 liecessary f:espon^ibilitjf.'-^B\it though- A 
C^bHt^ or ?i Finer iitf or ^^y ot\ier Jl^endozfi of 

^thfeMj^estyof tl^ejpeople^mjght be thueiuvUetl 
to a fra^rnal embrace, I little imagined th^t 

^^ would coudesceful to coufederate wi^h the 

, Call)pUc Mitre, w^ijst they spurn the Catbo^ic 
Cross ! I IjtUe expected that ofien, who but a 
few days ago made Popery, Id$latry^ and 
Slavery synonymous, a.nd spewed into each 
others mouths all the rancid putrefactions of 
Theological indigestion, which have been so 
often vomited, and so often l^cJ^ed up, in the 
course of the last century, would now affect the 
come round, and he tlie Advocates for that 
very Popery which they so heartily abhor! — 
Buit, — strange ! incalculable events have occur- 
;^d in our times ! Perhaps those good Men 
have been on a pilgrimage to the well of 

^. JVmfriii! perhaps they are really con- 
verted to Popery! Saints! Innocents! — If 
80, I heartily congratulate them pn the honour- 
able places they will have secured for thena- 

, selves in the Golden Legepd, where one day 
ynW ever be memorable for the festival of 
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a S^int Cokietj ^npther for that of a 51 Finprl^j 
and a third for thfit of a S. Home Teoke / 

In the .mean. ,time,T— is it, can it l)e Bict- 
cessary, after such lamentahle experience, :to 
warn our ^ood Copntryipen a^inst thatspecics 
of tub-preaching,, that brawlinjj, of .selfish patrj* 
otism, which is addressed by suck Eden, natito 
the wise, not to the temperate, not to the 
, learned, not to the sober portion of the commu- 
nity, but to the indigent, who always wish for a 
change, to the ignorant who are easily imposed 
upon, to the profligate who desire to kyql the 
barriers of the laws, to journeymen Tailors, 
Weavers, and Mechanics, who are anxi<]|iis to 
become masters, without passing through inter- 
mediate gradations of industry and sobriety? 

No man has more grossly or more illiberally 
abused the Catholic Religion, than this very 
Saint Cobbetj except it should be that classical 
and polite Countryman of ours, Doctor Duige- 
nan^ who is said to be the son of a Catholic 
JPriest; or that most ele^nt, an,d most holy 
.Divine, the compiler of the AntuJaeobin^ who 
rails at the Religion of the Jei^ms^ the Augu^- 
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'Hins^ the Bbdes^ the Calmets, ihe Mortifauccns^ 
the PetaviuseSj the Paicah, and the Mabiltons, 
"^ith as much ease to himself, as Punch does, 
Si'hen lie pulls up the Waisl-band of his breeches 
% prove, that N€wt(m^ 4—n him, was a cox* 
"eomb, and Cafernicus a fool ! 



The present mode of appointing Catholic Bishops 
in Ireland, hostile to the Canons, and to the 
JDiscipline and Spirit of the Catholic Church^ 



I. ll 



LT is well known to all those who are ac- 

'quainted with Ecclesiastical History, that one 

of the Universal rules handed down from age 
•'> • , . , "^ 

to age, for the appointment of Bishops, is, 

that " no Bishop shall be forced on any Diocese 

without the consent of the Majority of their 

^ Clergy, and of the Representatives of the 

people.''* 



*/' Cum de summa Sacerdotis elecdone tractabitur, ille om« 

^^iiibu^ prsponatur, quern Cleri Flcbisque consensus c6ncorditer 

t <^ postularit ; ita ut si in aliam ibrte personam Pat^ium se vo^ 

** diviserinty MetropoHtani judicio is alteri praeferatur, qui 

^^ MajorilSus et studiis juvatur et meritiit. Tantum ut nullus 
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. The Spawsh Clergy^ Mrho vep;alway.s very 
tenacious of their anqimt Dis^ipliiie,^ ^utniprej 
particularly before, the Moorish invasioc^iu the, 
7th century, carried this rule somewhat farther. 
Kuowiug that he who caa obtains Mitre by 
private intrigue, will not stpp *t Simony, but> 
will also jE^nVflf/e/y tarnish the characters of thos^* 
who stand in bis way, they held^ a National 
Council at Barcelona, in 599r and there came 
to the following decision: — ^* Whenever a va- 
"^^ cant Bishoprick is to be filled, tzpo or thrfe* 
'.' Candidates shall be elected by the Clergy* 
** and the people of the, Vacant Diocese,, who, 

V shall present them to the Metropolitan smd^ 
" his fellow-bishops, and they, having first, 

V fiisted, shall cast lots^ leavings the detef mina-** 
** tion to J. Christ* Tlien he, on whom the lot 
y shall fall, shall b^ consecrated." t . . . ' 



^ikvitiset non petentibtis wdinetur, ne plebs ihvita Episco-^ 
^' pum non cptatum But conteinnat ant oderit, et fiat minus 
'.^r^igiosa quam 4[;#iAv^l>* cut nott lictxerit babei^' q^u^m 
♦•vpliHt." Leoiik Magnf Epiit. SO, ad Anasti fc. Sv * • "^ 
t ** Duobus aut tribusqubriatite'coiisehsttsf^hen ^t PlebM 
"elegerit, Metropolitani judicio, ejusque Coepiscopis pne- 
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The Christian efections(' were made oh these 
princiiika from the first ages of the Church,* 
and with such care, order, and decency, that 



** sentatis, quem sors, praeeunte jejunio, Christp Domino ter- 
•* mttiante mdnstrtiverit, Benedictib cbnsetfrationis accumulet/* 
Cooctl. B»FQi«oii. i^mu 499^ cv 9i. Cnnl^ir* Tom* ^ p. iGOff. . ' 
* I refer to Origen^s 6th Homily on LeviUcuf. where he^ 
states most unequivocally that this was the discipline of the 
Catiiolic Church. ^ Videamtis ergo quali ordlne'Pon^lfex' 
** cpnstituitur. . Convocavit Moyses Synagogam et djcit ad 
*^ eos, hoc est verbum quod pnecepit Dominus. Licet ergo 
^* Doinintts de constituendo Ponti^ce pia:cepisset, et Dominus 
*^ «legi$set, t4Ui^ c^vt>c^ur et Synag^g^ Hoc est autera,: 
** quod et Apostolus praecepit in ordinatione Sacerdotis, di- 
*^ cens : Oportet aufem ilium et tesHmmium habere bonum ab iis 
<^ui font, sunt." Cabasut.--^N6ti lia Cbncili^r. o. 1 7 » p.9^* Vale- 
sins Not. in Euseb. 1. 6^ c. 43. P^tav^ Theol. Dogm* 1 3, Pari* 
lS44y p. 720, et not. in Synes. p. 56, — " Factus est Comeliu* 
*^ £|»i8CO][>us ^ Z>kHcQrum pa^ne omnium testimonio, de Plebis 
*« quae turn . adfuit j^ij^r^i^V S.^Cypriani,^. 52, al.55<— 
** Presbyterio vel Episcopatui, si eum C/en ac Flebis evocavcri^ 
** electio, non inilmerito societal*.** SMcii Pontificis Romani 
£p. 1. ad Himmerium Taracon. c. 10. — Celestine I, who sent 

* -* - ;j^ - . . . 

' Sd^ Patrick into Ireland, ordained that this ancient Discipline 
should be punctually adhered to.7— '^.Nullus inmtU detur 
**. Epi3Copus, CUriy PJebisp <^t Ordinal consensus et desi- 
** deriu^ r^qquiratur." Caelest^ni Em, 2> <^. il,s<;i3ptaftnno:42&^ 
ad Episcopys provinciarum Viepnen&is et Naib^uensU ftpu^ 
NataL ^l^^i^t, Eccl. t«3, p. i27» 
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one of the Roman Emperors, though a I%gia^, 
piioposca^the Christiiati modet)f etectibg^^J^h^^* 
and Minvafteirs as an e^t^atnple, wkirtby oP iibitk* * 
tted, iii' the sppoidtmf^t of Civil Oftcers* for 
the 6tMbe oiP the State. Lampridiur says,^ 
that whenever Alexander Sieverus appoitited- 
Governdraf of ProvintfeV o^'Rfeiceivei's 6f thef* 
public Rey^hties;^ he first propdsed tlieir nanieis, 
dtsifing the ^people to bring forward evidence* 
against - them, if th^y were unfit, or gtiilty of 
any crime; but not td accuse them fali^ly'at 
thr peril of Ihdr lives jiFor, SiM^he,* •• it h un-'- 
*^ reasonable, whilst Christians and JeWs f6?llo\r^ 
" this rule, in proposing thbsri whom th6yap})oi*it • 
** Ministers, that we^ should 'not \adbpt it in i;hev 
'* appointment of Governters/to whose 4iand^thc' 
"lives and fortunes of Men are coiWAitted/'*> ' 
In fact, the Ap6stle& committed the election* 
of th^ De^C^ons to* the Disciples. *< Whif^riei ! 
'* h'tthren, lock yii out among ye Seven Jf/e/id^ 
" h^est rtphn^'" Acts vi ; and the Discif^s ac-* 
cordingly elected them, ^* abd tl|ey cbt)se Ste* 

* L»inpridii|s in Vita Severi; c, 45* 
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*\ph€n-fa^ Philip:, ^ ^hma: thfif: setib^crei , 
*\ tb4,Jpostles^ and when thej/i had prayedf th^. ^ 
*^-laid tb^ir hands on them*'* S. Jerom wya^ -. 
tb^t thi3 discipline ,wft8 invambly adlwed to^ io. j 
t|;ie Church of Al^an(lria, fr<wi the days of S. ; 
J(Urc:the Jlvar^^list, to hkown tipa^?, " Alex- : 
Hftpdrft©,^ Mai^co; usque ad Heraclam «t. Dior$ 
^^nysiun) Epi^copoJH Pre^i'^/pri semper ununt 
*tej? se eleptum^ in excelsiori gr^^u coilocatum, 
** tlpiscopiy, nomim^ant. " Hkron. Ep» 85. 

i3«. Atbftna$iu)^ argues Jahjs epist^ to the,Qr-; 
thpdo% that Gregory^ who ^*^ appointed to bw^j 
of 3ee Ale^candria by the Ari^ns, w^ an lutrud^rt ' 
hpss^wt\\^ was QOl^ elei^t^d by the*pQ4tulationj^* 
theiQl^rgjf andpeople. " J^xta Cauones Ec-» 
*5.clwastico8 et ^atiU dtctun!i|^ Congregatis' 
" fopul%9 cuni Spiritu constituent turn, pepulhe^ 
^\PlmQis q\\i poscerent pwseqtibt^s.!! Pope Ju- 
l\^^ I. argues €^g^in^t the sanw? Greg^ru* frpp (he , 
d^e Ap^ostoUcal discipline, ^* Quia pec mulft*» ^ 
•ijiotu3, nea d. Pratbt/teriSy toec /tib Epmopis^* 
^ijxtc ap^pulo^pvstulahtsjuerat.''^ ) ' > 

♦ Julii !• Epist. ad Orientales apud S. Athanasium in Apo- 
Idgias 2. The fourth Conmc^lof Toleda hieM'iir 633$ decreed 
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' 11. This Brimitive Discipline was founded on ' 
the Apostplical Canon, that a Bishop roust be 
bjamelesft, and of good report. It M^as so ri- 
gorously adhered to in the election of Popes, 
that he, who was not so elected, was always' 
considered an Intruder. The Homan Clergy 
governed, Scde Vacante^ without excltadiiig 
from his share in tlftt Government, any person 
who had taken the holy orders, not only of 
Priesthood^ but even of Ik^conship.^ Pope 
Innocent I. states the validity of his own Sec- 
tion, because he was appoinjted — " CamentkvH 
tilnu SoMtU Sacerdetibwy amniqut Ciero acpo^ 
pulo.'*1[ The Fourth Council of Orleans decreed, 
and for the Catholicity of this decree, appealed 

that be should i\ot be considered a Bishop, who was not thus 
elected. See the 19tb Canon of that Council, in Natalis Alex* 
ander, ib. p. 127. "* 

^ Cleri Rotnanl Epist. 51, inter Epist. Cypr, pag. 99. " In 
Romano Clero, qui vacante sede regebat Ecclesiam, fuis» 
etiam Diaconosy patet ex Epistolis Cleri Romani ad Cyprianum, 
etCypiiahi ad eutidemClenim, post mortem Fabiani ct ante 
tfectionem Cornelii, ut in Cypriani Epist. 4, 14, 22, 29, 31/' 
^uidim Vitae Pontificum Ferrariae 1763, 1. 1, p. 52. 

t Innocen^ii I. Epist. ad Anysium, Labbe Concil. t. 4, p, 
170^, e( apud P. Constant, p. 739. This was in 401, thir^ 
yeair before Ihe mission of S. Patrick. 
. ^ C 
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to ancient Canons^ that Bishops shotild beelec^^d 
by the Clergy and people, with the cbnsent djT 
the Civil power. The fifth Council of Orleans, 
held in 549, appeals in like manner to the 
venerable authority of ancient Canons, in coH^ 
firmation of this decree of the 4th,t and Na-^ 
talis Alexander, a very learned and celebrated 
Dominican Friar, observes hn both, that *^ the 
** authority of the Civil Power in (he Election of 
" Bishops was very gjxat^ and the Consent of 
^ the Roman Emperors was required even in the 
'' Election of Popes.'' X 

I ' . I , <> m ^ I „ . .. m ' i .1 1 ■■■ ^ j ii ■ I il l . 

t '' Episcopus elig^tur Cum voluntate Rtgkf juxta electio* 
** onem Cleri et Plebisy sicut in antiquis Canombus tenetur 
** scriptum, et a Metropolitano, vel qucm in vice sua praemi- 
" sent, cum comprovincialibus Pontifex consecretur. Et ut 
'* null us invitis dctur Episcopus* Quoj si Dictum fuerit, 
** Episcopus magis per violmtiamf quam per Decretum legiti- 
*' mum ordinatus, ab indcpto Pon^ificatus honore in perpetulum 
deponitur." Amongst the 50 Bishops, 10 Priests, 6 Arch- 
deacons, 3 Deacons, and 2 Abbots, who subscribed this De;* 
cree, Nineteen are numbered as Saints in the Calendar ! See 
Natal. Alex. Hist. Eccl. t, 5, p. 434. Concil. Aurel. V. Ca^ 
non 9 et 10. 

X " Maxima erat Principum in hujusmodi el^ectionibitf 
^* Auctoritas. Jmperatorum consensus ad firm^ndam ipsius 
" Romani Pontificis electionem postulabatur." Natal. A}«3^ 
Hiai.* Eccl. t. 3, p, 448. 
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Even the Pope cannot bequeath his See, or nomir 
note his Successor. 

I. SHALL that be tolerated in an Irisb Bishop, 
which never was tolerated, and never can be 
tolerated, even in a Pope? No Pope can be^ 
queatk his See, or nominate his own ^uccesson 
Montesquieu and GibhonhSiVQ said, that thi 
Government of the Catholic Church is MoiBia'^ 
chicaL In one sense it is, in another ft isvjabt 
It Is not . Mbnarehical in Montessquiett's 5dw 
of the French Monarchy, where thfe Sovereign 
was restrained only by a sense of honouf*, ahi 
respect for the usages of his people; bat it 
very nearly approachite the mixed Monarchy of 
Englkhd, ih whitih the Sovereign is restramed 
by Law. There is not one digniity; not one 
office, in the whale of the .Catholic Hiemvchy} 
frofrt thfe Pbpe t6 thb Ostiarius^ or door-kc^pdrj 
Whifch is ndt regulated by Canon Laws* 

tL Mhtih has been isktd rf the Poj)e'fc powter 
tb dispeiise ill thesis La#s; akid im dottbt 
there Is f* Wany feg*S pai3t a dili^eii'tjitig powar 
i^st^a M the Hbad6f the €titkolie Chn^ch^ 
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but, on nearer inspectioDi it will be found, that 
ieven this-pjower is regulated by Law, and that 
the Pope's dispensation is invalid ifillegoL 

It will be found, that, in point of fact, tbere 
is, in this respect, no difference between the 
geiiii«»e doctrines of Catholics and Protestants 
but.onej— mark the word genuine— ^Sot you 
know, that we calnmniate each othen ^^ C^um- 
tmre fortitery et aliquid adharebitJ' 

There is, I say, but ^ne difference, and that 
meke^pWoed by an Historical fact^ applying to 
the obligaUon of an Oath, which justifies wha| 
I have said, with r^ard to the Government of 
the Catholic Church, as restrained by Lmv. 

If Oaths were to be immutably and eternally 
binding, under all circumstances^ there never 
could have been a Revolution in England witln^ 
out perjury, for all l^fogistiates and Officers 
of the Army and Navy, had taken the Oath of 
Allegiance to James 11. But there is> a time 
when Oaths cease to be. binding f.wd wh^ that 
thne comes, tlie Protestant decla,res himsdf dis? 
pensed from their obligation. That tipie dici 
oCQWf yhea James's; Tyra&uical Goy^mmai| 
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tendered that Government intolerable to Ihi 
£nglish people; and then the Officers of the 
Army and Navy, declared themsehes dispensed 
fifom the obligation of their Oath. — ^Now 
in similar circumstances, a Catholic Officer 
would pause.— True, he would say, it appeetri 
to me that I am now acquitted from all obli* 
gation of allegiance; but perhaps I judge 
too favourably in my own cause, and I wiH 
submit it to the judgment of the Churcb, 
whether I am, under these circumsiance&j 
absoh'ed from my allegiance, or not. The 
Church then only pronounces us absolved 
from our oaths, when their obligation has ai^ 
ready ceased. No Pope, no Council^ can ab- 
selve or dispense^ as long as the nature and cir- 
cumstances of the oath are the same. No 
Dispensation is valid^ unless it is Canonical; and 
just so, no Pope is validly Pope, unless he is 
Canonically elected. 

III. Let us now see what is meant by Ca* 

nonical election. The most abject flatterers 

erf the modern Cotirt of Rome acknowledge, 

^hat the same mode and form of election, 
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the same discipline by wliich Pope Cornelius 
wais elected, A. D. 254, as described by S; 
Cyprian, existed down to the twelfth cen- 
tury, when the Electigi;! vas first confine4 t;o 
Cardinals* Now S. Cypi^ian's account is, that 
vCornelius was elected by the free suffrage of all 
orders of the Clergy of B,Q^e ;* and Baronius 
adds, that each Clei;gymaa voted InjdjividHallj/ 
ipwn to the twelfth century,! The Suffrage 
of the Delegates of the people was required also^ 
and he was presented to the Emperor, who had 
a Majority of Votes. In the twelfth century 
the elective right was confined to Cfirdinal^ 
>l^ho rq)resented the Clergy of Rome. 



* *' Cornelius factus est Episcopus a plurunis Collegis bos* 
" tris qui tunc in Urbe Roma aderant^ de Clericorum paene 
*^ omnium testimonio, de plebis quae tunc aderat Suffragio, et 
" de Sacerdotura antiquorum et bonorum virorum Collegio." 
Cypr, EpisU 52. 

t " Haec Romani Pontificis creandi ratio tenuit usque ad 
" Saeculum xi." Sandini Vitae Pontif. in Vita Cornelii, Fer- 
rariae 11^63, t. 1, p. 54 — "Ex quibus perspicimus, qualiter 
" fieri, soleret ofim Roraani Pontificis electio. Coacto Presby- 
" terioy rogabantur Singulorum Sent entice,** Baron, ad ann. 
^54,^ 44. Bellarrainin libro I, de Clericis, c. 10, et l6. 
Mal^iilon. Comment, in Ordin. Roman, c. 17» idem in Muspsi 
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The present mode of appointing Bishops to Irish 
Catholic Sees, diametrically repugnant to the 
Fifty-secpnd Canon of the (Ecumenical Coun- 
cil ff Nice, A. 2>. 385, and to the Fifth Canon 
of the Council of Rome, A. D. 465. 

!• The Fifty-second Canon of the Council of Nice, is 
expressed in the following words — 
" Ne quisc^uam Epjacopus vivens digaU vel desjignet sibt 
'' successorem. — Ne eligat vel designet Episcopus dum vivit 
^* alium qui sibi succedat post obitum, neque ex propinquis, 
" Beque ex loo^nquiau Neque eligat Civjbus suis Virum 
" aliquem ex Primariis qiii constituatur ipsis Episcopus. Sed 
•* decedente EpiscopOy eligant Virum aliquem ex Sacerdotibus^ 



Ital. t. 2, pag. 110. — The first who altered this mode of elect- 
ing a Pope was Nicholas I, elected Pope in 1058. He, 
in aSybod held at Rome 1059» confined the right of election 
to Cardinal Bishops; after one thousand and ^ty-nine yea,n 
had elapsed since the birth of Christ! — But even then, the 
light of the second order of Clergy, is expressly mentioned in 
his decree published by Baronius, ** In primis Cardinales 
" Episcopi diligentissime simul de electione tractantes, mox 
*' ipsi C/ertco5 Cardinales adhibeant, sicque reliquus Clerus et 
'' populus ad ccnsensvm novae Glectioms accedaty/^imirum prae« 
'* caventes, ne yenalitatis morbus aliqua.occasione subrepat.^' 
Decret. de Electione Romini Pontif. apud Baron, ad ann. 
1059, i2d.et apud Labbe Concil. torn. 9« pag* 1013; et 
Hai^duini edit. t. 6, part. 1, pag. 106.5. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



40 

^ she ex MoMcM*^ Hve Virum aliquem ex SmciduribiUf notacn, 
'* doctrina, et lectione S. Scriptararuniy ac virtutibus, «C pro- 
** bitate insignem, quamvis extraneas fuerit, et Episcopus or- 
^^ dinetur/' Labbe's Couocili , torn . 2, Paris 1 67 1 » p. 33 1 . 

/* Let no Bishop living elect ^ or dppomt for election, his own 
".swccefsor. — Let no bishop whilst he lives, either electa or 
«< appoint for election, another who may succeed him after his 
^* death ; neither from amongst his neighbours, nor from 
** an^ongst those who are remote. Neither shall he elect to 
" preside over his fellow citizens, any man from amongst the 
** higher ranks, who may be appointed their Bishop. But 
*^{^er^ the Biekap'i deatk^ lei them elect some man from 
'^ amongst the Priests, or Monks, or the Laity, who is known 
^ for his learning, and perusal of the Holy Scriptures, and 
" coDspieuouft for bis virtues and probity; and alth(»^h be 
*' should be a stranger, let him be ordained.** 

II. This decree is too clearly expressed to re- 
quire any comment. It is the decree of an (Ecu- 
menical CountiL Will the Irish Bishops, for the 
sake of preserving their uncontroukd dominion^ 
venture to resist the evidence of a General 
Council^ as the High-Priests of the Synagogue 
ventured to resist the miracles of J. C. ? 

I conjure them by all that is sacred^ by the 
names of our ancient fathers Columba, Cumian^ 
Aidan^ Flnan^ Colmanj Columban, Adamnan^ 
&c« to consider that the lust of power has 
always occasioned the downfal of sanctity, the 
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destruction of genuine discipline^ the rise of 
schisms, and the overthrow of all order and 
subordination in the Church. ' 

Be it remembered, that a Synod of forty- 
eight Bishops held by Pope Hilarus» at Rome, 
in 46s, condemned with earecratibn the practice 
of some Bishops, who nominated their own Suc- 
cessors ; and that all the assembled Bishops, as 
soon as that Canon of condemnation was read, 
rose from theif seats, and confirmed it, with 
Christian abhorrence of such infamous prac- 
tices, "and with loud and reiterated acclama- 
tions of *^ Hear this, O Christ ! Long live Hi- 
** litrus I ^ Let this audacity be no where com* 
" mitted ! God's gifts cannot be given away at 
*^the will of Men! Successor's are given by 
" God ! We entreat you by your Apostkship^ to 
" resist this with all your authority ! We de^ 
^^ mand that Discipline be tnaintainedl We 
^* demand that antient Canons be adhered to / 
% We demand that the Violatersof them be pun^ 
*^ ished ! Let ApostoQgal Ordination be preserved 
^' inviolate r'* . 

* '* Patres frequentibus acclamationibns, propositas ab 
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Be jt.a^so remembered, that tjie great & 
J^ugmt^ fiBding that this decree of the Coun- 
cil of Nice had been yiolate^ in his own 
noimn,atipn tq.the 3ee of Hippo^ throws hiiflaelf 
oq the Mercy of Qod, iiud the. forgivep^ss of 
the Catholic Church, because h^ kn^. nat^ s^t 
the time of his nonxination,/thatJ5uch a decree 
as the above Nicene had ever, been made. 
"•Adhuc in corpore pQ§|to B. Mepiorige Patre 
"et Episcopo meo, sene Valerio, Episcopus 
^t prdinatus sum, et sedi cum illo, quod d^cilio 
^^.Nioceno prohibitum esse nesciebam, nee ipse 
t^sciebat:'\ 

. III. Will the Bishops shake the Irish Catholic 
Church to its foundations, by venturing to 

persevere in nominating their own Successors, 

" - ■ ■" - ■ " " ^ . . _ . 

** Hiiaro Canones approbarunt. Exaudi Christe ! Hilaro 
^^Vitai Hcec prcesumptio nunquam fiat ! u a Dei sun tab 
^. hpmme tUri honpossunt ! Successores Dtm dot ! Aucto^ 
V ritate vestra resistite huic ret per Apostolatum vestrum ! Ut 
** Disciplina^ servetur rogamus ! Ut antiquitas sercetvr ro' 
** rogamtis I Ut Canones custodiantw rogamus ! Ut im pre- 
<' sumptoribus vindicctur rogamus ! Ordinatio Apostolica UU' 
** bata servetur" Labbe's Councils, t. 4, pag. IO6O. 

f S. Augustin Epist. 2 IS, alias UO, § 4, et apud Sandini 
in Vita Hilar], t !• p» 154. 
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iixti^pce of these venerable decrees? — " Ista 
^' j^ccessorum designation et Episcopatuum ^a$i 
*J Testamentario jure dimissioj quam grave mor 
^^ lum esse^ says the learaed Dominican Friar 
-" Natalis Alexander, et quanta vigilantia iff 
" zelo ex Ecclesiis^ auferendum^ S. Hilarus JPomr 
" tifes esposuit.'''^ Sandini mentions the sam<5 
Canons and Decisions, with all the respect an4 
veneration they so justly deserve.^ Will the 
Irish Bisl^s, on pretence of maintainipg the Ii^- 
dl^pend^nce of their Hierachy, which is nothing 
hut their uncontrouled dominatio in Cieri^ 
oye^t%^ih the Sacre^ Canons of the Universal 
Churc>? 

IV. Wiljlthey not rather, as good Bishops and 
Irifh^en, rescue ^heir Country from the danger 
of entailing on Posterity a Servile, Sycopha^it;, 
^^piivelling, and Symoniacal Priesthood, snch aj5 



t Natal. Alexander Hist. Eccles. fol. Paris 1699, torn, 5. 
p. 172, Articuio 15. 

.■: t "Cpnqilio 4S Episcoporum Roma habito, S. Hilarqs 
•* Papa quinque edidit Canones ad constituendam Ecclesiae 
•* Disciplinam, utque borum postremo cstwit, ne qvis EpucO' 
•* jww «6» eligcftt mcc^ssoremJ' Vitfe Pont. ib. pag. 154. 
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imtst, in the common course of human affairs, 
be the result of uncontrouled power, residing in a 
J^faop, who can make his Diocese j&er^ona/ pro- 
perty, and dispose of it as he likes. Such Bish* 
ops, so invested with a power unheard of in the 
Church, wiil be under no restraint whatsoever ; 
their Clergy will be their Slaves, the vile tools 
of any persecution, which any Bishop may here- 
after raise against any Catholic Family, whom 
he may chuse to excommunicate, or any bro- 
ther Clergyman whom, from motives in petto, 
he may persecute, without any responsibility 
or any controul ! Let them answer it to their 
Country, and above all to God, whose tremen- 
dous judgments approach them near at hand, 
whether a Bishop, appointed by a living Bishop 
ta be his awn Successor^ is Canonically ap- 
pointed, or can be conscientiously considered 
elected by the Spirit of God ; he being nomi- 
nated without any election, and in a way which 
is expressly forbidden by the Councils of Nice, 
and of Rome, whose Canons are respected by all 
the different Sects of Christians from Pole U> 
Pole? Is there a Protestant Bishop in Eufope 
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^ho would d^^ to bequeath his Diocese^ as tb^ 
Catlioltc: Bishops now dare to do m Irdaiidr 
^ndit hae opprobrh nobis et dkipotuis^y ttnon, 
potmise refellL ■ . * 

El^tums o/Bhhops not to be Popular. 

I. AH this, you will say, may be venerable and 
Canonical, but shall the elections of our Bishops 
be disturbed by popular interference? 

I answer, — by no means. The Church soon 
observed, that, when the ancient sanctity of 
primitive manners, and the fervour of Apostoli- 
cal virtues had given way to Ecclesiastical 
ambition, the people were employed as the 
tools of that ambition; tumults ensued, and alt 
order and subordination were annihilated. 

I refer all the advocates for popular Elections 
to the Election of Pope Damasus^ described by 
Ammianus Marcellinus, an eye witness of the 
confusion that ensued.* I refer them to the 
popular election of John Bishop of Chalons^ 



♦ Ammian Marcellin. 1. 27, c. 7. Compare S. Chrysostoifl^ 
tte Sacef dinio, i. 3, c. 1 5« Socrat. L 4» c. ^Bt 
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<Jeicl4bed by Sidonius AppoIlinari8';t an4 t6 
that of & Martin oj Tourt^ described by Sulpi^ 
cius Severus, who has beett justly styled th« 
Sallust of the Christian Church.:}; But alcove 
all, I refer them to the laws of Justinian, which 
confine the Elections of Bishops to tht Clergy 
and the Optimates of the Vacant Diocese ; 
wholly excluding the lower orders of the peor 
pie, from any interference whatsoever in Eccle* 
siastical afiairs. 

II. In two of this Emperor*s ordinances, which 
were observed down to the 12th century, it is 
expressly provided that, when a Bishop is to be 
appointed for any Diocese, the Clergy and 
Optimates shall assemble^ and nominate three 



t Sidonius 1. 4, Epist. 25. 

X Sever, in Vita S. Martini, c. 7. — When the Greek Em- 
perors found what dangerous tumults these popular elections 
occasioned, they usurped the dttiiont entirely to themsdAres. 
Thus Nectaritti was nominate to Constantinople^ by Theodo^ 
dosha only, as stated by Sozomen, 1. 7, c. 8; the Provincial 
Bishops objected that Nectarius was hever baptized, yet thd 
Emperor persisting, they baptized and ordained him! The 
celebrated De Marca furnishes several such instances, in his 
Valuable compilatioh De CdncoYdUtSacerdoHiet LHpir^f 1. 3^ 
€. 9,n. 8. and d. lO'efatitely. ' ' 
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peYsMs^ drawing up an instrument, andittBert- 
ing therein upon oath, that they 'e/ei?^ these' 
PiSrsotts neither for any gift, or promise, 6r 
ftiiendship, or any other cause, than becaiise* 
they believe them to be of the true Catholic 
faith, * of honest life, and good learhing * 
atid tllat, out of these three, one who k best 
qualified may be chosen, at the discretion and* 
judgment of the Ordainer.§ 



§ " Sancimus quoties opus fuerit Episcopum ordinari, Cle- 
liCros etPrimatesCivitatis cui Episcopus ordinandus est, mox in 
tribmfctsonis decretafacere, propositis Sacrosancti^ Evangeliift 
periculo suarum amxnarum, dicentes in ipsis Decretis quia 
nequc propter aliquam Donationem, neque propter aliquam 
promissionem, aut amicitianiy aut aliam quamtiJ^xausam^ 
sed scientes eos rectae et Catholicae fidei, et honestae esse vrtae^ 
ct Literas nosse, hos elegerunt; ut ex tribus illis personis 
itielior ordinetur, electionc et jtidicio Ordinantis.'^ Justin. 
Novel. 123, c. 1. also Novel. 137, c. 2, et Cod. lib. 1. tit. 3. 
De Episc. Leg. 42. 

It may be objected, tbat Pope Gregory the Great insisted, 
notwithstanding this Law of Justinian, that the Bishops of 
Sicily should be elected by the people as well as by theclei^, 
as appears by his Epistle to Barbarus Bishop of Benevento, 
who was Visitor of the Church of Palermo,in behalf of S. Gre- 
gory, as Metropolitan of Sicily. But it will, on close ex- 
amiiiation, appear that, though S. Gregory desires BarbaVus^^ 
to endeavour to make the Clergy and Peopk unanimous in their 
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The p€fi^ ID fact only* gaye their t^imeoii^ 
oi cement in a body, but not their Votts mA\^ 
yidualLy as^ Electors. Both they, and the 
Optintates^ gave their Testimomf and Cimsent 
by aBcient usage,* but ndther elected by Di^ 
vine Right; aud therefore, when the, rabUe 
became tumultuous, aiid unworthy of giving 
any testimony or consent, they were justly ex-, 
eluded by Human Law, as should also the 
Optifnatesi if they had been equally unde* 
serving, 

III. This distinction is clearly marked by the 
most eminent Fathers of the X^hristiiEih Church. 
It is marked in the passage already quoted from 



presentatron of a candidate, he no where says that the people 
bad any right to Elect — " Dilectio tua Clerum PlebemguQ 
** ejusdem Ecclesiae admonere festinet, ut remoto studio, uno 
** eodemque consensu, talem sibi pneficicfbdum expetantSacer^ 
'Vdotero, qui venerandis Canonibus nullatenus respuatur. 
\* Qui dum fuethpostulatus cum solemnitate Decreti, omniuiQ 
** subscriptionibus roborati, et Dilectionis tuae Testimonif;» 
** literaruiD, ad nos sacrandus occurrat. Gr^. 1. il. £p. 1& . 
* This right of Co««en^ extended even to the appointment 
of Parish Priests. ** Presbyteri olim ab Episcopo ordinari non 
<< poterant, sine consensu Cleri et popuji/^ Valesius in Euseb^ 
lib. 6, c. 43. 
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Pope Leo the Great, where he says, that in the 
e&c/ion of a Bishop, the will and desire of the 
people be consulted, lest they should contemn 
or l^te their Bishop, and become irreligious, 6s 
disrespectful, when they cannot have. him whom 
they de$ired^'\ and the transgression of this rule 
was objected as a great crime, to S. Hilary of 
Aries, by Valentinian III4 It is also worthy 
of particular notice, that Pope Leo makes the 
same objection, namely, that S. Hilary ordained 
3ishops in several places against the xvill and 
fonsent of the people ; adding that he ought 
tol^ve first required ^^thei t^timqmes of the 
** people, the will of the Gentry, and the eke- 
** tion of the Clergy. V*— Observe here, that the 



t See his own words quoted above at pag* 29* 

' t '' Indecenter alios invitis et repugnaatibus civibus ordi* 

'* navit, qui, quonlam uon fkcile ab his qui non elegerant 

** recipiebantur, manuia sibi c<)iitrahebat armatam, et ad 

. ^ sedem quietb pacem pra^cturos per bella ducebat.*^ Novel 

!24, ad Calcein Codicis. 

§ « Explictarelitur certe vota Civium, Testimonh populo- 

** rum, quflsreretur Honoratorum arbitrium, Electio Cleiicp* 

^^^ rum. Qui prasfutlirus est omnibus ab omnibus eligatur.'' 

Leonis ACagni I^pist. 89- Compare the Nice&e Can^n at 
D 
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testimonies, or consent of the people, and the 
wish of the gentry, are clearly distinguished 
from the Election of the Clergy. — I now pro- 
ceed to shew you, that all three are equally dis- 
tinct from the subsequent Nomination^ Con- 
firmation, or Negative of the Civil Power. 

Distinction between Election and Nomination. 
—The Civil Power though Protestant may 
nominate. 

I. WHAT ! you will say, is the Civil Power to 
elect our Bishops, Is a Nero^ or a Caligula^ or 
a Buonaparte, to elect a Peter or a Paul? — 
Patience, my friend. — ^The blustering oppo- 



page40. — Pope Julius I. argues against the Intrusion of 
Geoi^e into the See of Alexandria, because, in defiance of 
JpastoUcal decrees, he was nominated without the Election 
of the Clergy. *' Si enim in culpa iiiisset deprehemus Atha- 
** nasius, non Uimen oportuit creationem novr Episcopi ita 
** iUegaiiier, et jprmieT Ecolesiasticum Canonem fieri, (i.e. 
** Nicaenam) sed in ipsa Ecekiia, et ex ipso SaeerdotaU or^ 
** dine, et ex ipso Clero Episcopos Provit]ci8& oonstituere, 
'* nequaquam autem Jpo$tolorum Cmumem violare.'^ Jolii 
Papse^ Epiat. ad Orieatales in Athanasil Apd. 3.7-This Dis- 
cipline of the fourth centuiy, ftays Natalis Alex, is insisted 
upon in the fifth by Pope Cclestine I; wiio sent S. Patrick 
into Ireland. See his 2d ^tstle to the Bishops at Gaul^ c« 5. 
Natal. Alex. Hist. Ecd. t. 4, p. 86. 
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sitioii, the loud vociferation^ the anger, and 
the fury which we sometimes observe raised by 
apparent zeal for Religion, against confutation 
however clear, and reproof however tender, is 
an undoubted argument that sometlung more 
than Reh'gion is at the bottom of all this. 

The Election of a Bishop to a vacant See is 
one thing, his Confirmation or Nomination to 
that See is another. — When a contest occurred 
in the election of Fope Symmachus^ A. D. 503, 
the Clergy of Rome divided, some in favour of 
Symmachus, others in favour of Laurentius. 
After much altercation, both parties agreed tha( 
the nomination should be referred to the Em- 
peror Theodric, a professed Arian. Theodric 
deputed a Bishop to proceed on a Visita- 
tion to Rome, to nominate whichsoever of the 
two he should find most worthy of that dignity, 
and to confirm his election* The Imperial De- 
puty proceeded to Rdin^ convened a Synod, 
inquired into the merits of both Candidates^ 
declared Symmachm duly elected, aqd nomi- 
nhtUd him Hfead of the Catholic Church by ah 
Imperial Decree* 
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' n. This fact is acknowledged, even by the 
hireling and servile adulators of the Court of 
Rome, by writers residing in the Roman states, 
writing under the thumb of the Pope, and 
under the lash of the Inquisition. — Sandini 
says, that the two opposite parties referred their 
dispute to Tbeodric, that he niight nominate 
ivhichsoever of the two Candidates he pleased. 
Others pretend, that Theodoric claimed the 
right of nomination in virtue of a Law enacted 
by Odoacre, King of Italy, that no Pope should 
be elected without liis consent Certain it is, 
and all parti« agree in this, that Symfnachiis 
was appointed by the nomindtien of an Ariah.^ 
III. Now it cannot be said, that this nomination 
invalidated the election of Symmachus,^ of was 

H ^' Visitatorem Episcopum Roraam misity recrud^cent^ 
<< discordia, Synodum indixit, Symmacho Pontificatum co^r^ 
*^ mavif Anastasius Bibliothecarius in' Vita Symmacni. ' 
I '^ On convint que les deux CootendHns irment a RemHie« 
*^ subir le jugement du Roi 'TheodonCy taut Arien qvf il etoit. 
^* II decida que celui ]a demeureroit dans le S. Siege, qui avoit^ 
** 6t6 drdonnfe le premier, etqui avioit pour liii ie-pki^- grand 
^* nombre. II se trouva qu c etoit Symmaque, ainsi il ^fut^re- 
<< connu pour Pape legitime/' Fleuiy Hist. EccL liv. 30^ n« 
48, a Paris 1724, t. 7, p. 93. - - ^j , i 
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inconsistent with the Spiritual Independence^ or, 
the Divine Rights of Episcopacy^ or repug- 
nant to Revealed Faith ; for if so, then it wiil 
follow that Symniachus was a Usurper; that 
he is not to be admitted into the legitimate 
succession; that the succession was in this 
case interrupted ; that all those who received 
holy orders from Symmachus must be reor- 
dained ; and that all the Acts of that Pontificate 
were not only illicit, but utterly invalid; he 
having been, in this hypothesis, invalidly ap- 
pointed, by an heretical violation of Revealed 
faith. — But this is an assertion, which no Catho- 
lic Bishop will venture to advance; an assertion 
which would overthrow the infaliibity of the 
Church, amd would of course be heretical; for 
the Church has always acknowledged the vali- 
dity of that nomination, though Arian^ and has 
recognized all the ordinations and Ecclesiasti- 
cal Acts of that Pontificate. Therefore the no- 
mination even of a Pope, by an Arian Prince, 
and, a fortiori^ by SL Protestant Government, 
which acknowledges the Divinity of our Sa- 
viour against Arius, and the efficacy of his 
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mediation against Socinus, is not inconsistent 
with the Catholic Faith; and consequently 
the Civil Pcfwer^ though Protestant^ may exer- 
eise a limited Negative in the Nomination of 
Catholic Bishops. 

Popes Nominated by Arian Kings. 
Every Clei^gyman is bound to assigp a 
reason for the faith that is in him; and, e*er 
he exhorts us to Martyrdom, rather than grant 
to the Civil power a Negative in the appoint- 
ment of Bishops, he must prove that to 
grant such a Negative would be to renounce 
the Cathojic faith. — I cannot see the consi^-p 
tency of him^ who thanked Lord Grenville for 
his Speech on the Catholic question in the House 
of Lords, in 1808, and Grattan and Ponsonby 
for their's in the H, of Commons ; and ypt, 
in a letter to a Mr. Coyne, says, that ** he wotdd 
" sooner lose the last drop of his bloody than be^ 
" instrumental to any Non-Catholic King's obf 
^^ taining any power, or influence, &oer an^ part 
'' (fthe Catholic Church r — I understand, says 
Lucian, that the Polypus may change his colour, 
so as to appear like the place where he is; 
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and that, thus privileged, he at one time appears 
a stickf at another a stonej again a clod of 
earth, &c ; but how any Polypus can be fire 
and water at one and the same time, or how ho* 
nourable Men cai^ say yea and nay in a breath, 
this I do not compr^end. It is a mystery too 
profound for us mortakto investigate! — Con- 
fining ourselves therefore lirithin the limits of 
common sense, let us inquire which of those 
self^refuting propositions we are to die for, the 
yea which thanked, or the nay which con* 
demned! 

11. I venture to say that, unless you aie much 
altered by the fatal influence of those local and 
political distinctions, which unfortunately pre- 
vail in our native Country, or unless you are 
Irritated, and provoked to madness by the 
penal proscriptions of a barbarous Code of 
Laws, you will candidly confess, that there is 
much more real danger to be apprehended for 
the Independence of our Church, from* the 
usurpations tf Bishops, who bequeath their 
Dioceses, and nominate their mm Suoceuors^ in 
defiance of the Councils of ^ice and of Rome, 
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than there can possibly be from a Negative on 
the part of the Civil power. In this latter 
case, there is real independence of £piscopcil 
Election ; whereais, in the bequeathing power, 
there is no Election at all. 

III. You may perhaps imagine, that th^fact I 
have mentioned of the interference of an Arian 
in the Election of a Pope, is but one solitary 
instance of Arian Nomination, which ought 
to be considered rather as an exception to a 
general rule, than as an example for imitation* 
in the Discipline of the Irish Church. 
. Let us for a moment suppose, . vhat is false^ 
that it is asolitary case.— Even 90 my argu*- 
ment is invincible ; for if an Arian nomination 
were inconsistent with, or repugnant to. Reve- 
lation, the Church could not in any instance 
admit of it, more than she could in any instance 
allow us to deny the doctrine of the Trinity, 
Incarnation^ Real Presence, or Sacraments. 

But is it really a solitary instance ? Is there 
but one instance of this Arian interference in 
the nomination of Popes ? — Read, and judge. 

Pppe Felix IV was not only nominated t^ 
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the See of Rome by the same Ariaii King ^ho 
nominated Symmachus, but he was nominate 
premusljf to any Election of the Clergy.* It 
is trae, that the Roman Clergy remonstrated 
against prevjoti^ nomination, requiring that, ac- 
cording to the Canons, Ecclesiastical Elec- 
tion should precede all interference on the part 
of the Civil power. 

Theodoric however persisted, claiming a right 
even to previous nomination, in virtue of Odo- 
acre's Law that no Pope should be elected 
without the Royal Consent, and the dispute 
tel'hiinated in a Concordatum, by which the 
Roman Clergy received the King's previous no^ 

* ** Felix IV Castorii filius, Samnis, Pontifex a Tkeodorico 
** designatus est anno 52& Quo facto Theodoricus Hon 
• '* solum confirtnandif ut antea Odoacer^ sed etiam eligendi 
** Romani Pontificis jus sibi usurpavit. Restitit acrit^r 
*^ Clerus Senatusque Rottanus, non electo, qui erat virspecta* 
** tissimus, sed Electionu £a demum lege res composita, ut in 
" posterumi more pristino, Clerus eligeret Romanum PontiQ- 
<*. cem, quern Rex confirmaret assensu suo. Hsec eligendi 
'* Pontificis rfttio tamdiu obtinuit, quamdiu stetit Regnum 
/^ G^thqrum in Italia^ quo Jabefactato, earn sibi auctoritatem 
" vindicaverunt Orientis Imperatores," Sandini ibid, in Vita 
Felicis IV, pag. 176. Baronii Annal. ad ann. 52€, §24, et 
Pagi ad eundenB«nnum, § 8. 
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minaHm of Felix, pro hue ^ice^ on condition, 
that the Canonical Discipline should be ob« 
served in future; namely, that the election 
and presentation of each new Pope should be 
made by the Clergy, and that Theodoric and 
his Successors should confirm or negative Xht 
^ope elect, as he might deem most expedient 
for the safety of the State. 

These facts are admitted, even by those 
writers of modern Rome, who endeavour to pal- 
liate and gloss over every fact that makes 
against the Pete's temporal Dominion. They 
are acknowledged, even by Baromus and San^ 
dini. We are compelled by the whole tide and 
current of Ecclesiastical History, to confess 
that the nomination of the Popes was vested in 
the Gothic Kings of Italy, whether Catholics 
or Arians, during the whole period of the Gothic 
Government, from the reign of Odoacre to the 
reign of Justinian ; and that when the Goths 
were conquered and expelled by Narses, the 
Greek Emperors claimed the same privilege, 
and exercised it, with Sovereign sway, down to 
the Pontificate of Gregory the III. 
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I now may be allowed to claim attention 
to the following argument. — ^That man, who 
knowingly adds an Iota to Revelation, and ex- 
cites Men to suffer Martyrdom for his own 
addition, is as wicked and heretical as he who 
knowingly takes an Iota from Revelation, and 
pursues the same course* Now he who excites 
Men to Martyrdom, as for an Article of Faith, 
rather than consent to a Negative in the Elec- 
tion of Bishops on the part of the Civil Power, 
whether that Power be Arian or Catholic, not 
only adds to Revelation, but also impeaches the 
infallibility of the Catholic Church, which 
granted a Negative to all the Gothic, and to all 
the Greek Kings of Italy, during a space of 
three hundred years. 

Again, he who would suffer death, rather than 
consent to a Negative, could not be said to 
suffer Martyrdom, which can be suffered only 
for Truth, Righteousness^ and Revelation; but 
he would suffer for a false opinion^ which is 
repugnant to the practice of the Catholic 
Church, and which is heretical, inasmuch 
9S it impeaches her Infallibility. Therefore, 



■ Digitized byCjOOQlC 



60 

f;hough he should spill the last drop of his blo^d, 
father than allow a Negative to the Civil power, 
he would no more be a Martyr, than any of the 
numberless persons who have suffered death 
for Jake^ fanatical^ heretical^ and seditious 
opinions, which were calculated to disturb the 
peace of society, and the harmony, mutual 
charity, and tranquility of mankind. 

The ancient Discipline, which was adhered 
to in the Election of Popes throughout the 
whole course of the 7th and 8th centuries, is 
thus stated in the Liber Diurnus Romanorum 
Pontificum, which has be^ published by Gar- 
perius from an Original MS. written above 
one thousand years. 

IV. Immediately on the death of a pope, the 
very first thing usually observed was, to send an 
express to the Exarch of Ravenna, that, is to 
the , Imperial Viceroy of Italy, to notify that 
event This express was sent by the three per- 
sons who were at the head of the Roman Ch2ii^^ 
ter, Sedc vacante ; namely, the Archipresbyter, 
%he Archidiaconusy and the Frimicerius Notari^ 
orurn. — The next proceeding was to attend to 
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the obsequies of the deceased. — ^Theh a soletnm 
fast of three days was proclaimed, with appro- 
priate prayers for the election of a Successor; 
the whole body of the Clergy, the Optifnates 
or Gentry, and the Representatives of the peo- 
jple, were summoned to assemble on a given 
day 5 the form of an Elective Decretum was 
pre[^ared for that day, with a blank for the name 
of the person to be elected ; and as soon as the 
£lection was made, and the Electors' names 
were annested to this Decre^i^m, it was trans- 
mitted to the loiperial Court, with a Postu- 
lation, that the Eniperor would deign to con- 
firm it by his signature^ or return it for con- 
firmation to his Viceroy. 

The election thus made was seldom negatived. 
The newly Elected Pope, as soon as the Decree 
was returned signed, made a public profession of 
the. Catholic Faith before the Confessional of 
S. Peter, " MConfemonem S. Petri'' Reswore 
to maintain inviolate the Canons of ithe Six 
^.first General Councils. He Solemnly pro- 
nounced, that he would suffer Martyrdom, ra- 
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ther than deny a single Iota of the Revealed 
faith ; and then, tibe people kneeling, greeted 
him with reiterated acclamations.* 

Gibbcm remarksi that the Popes always gla« 
ried in the freedom and popularity of their 
Elections ; and sometimes made invidious com-' 
parisons between that popularity, and the Des- 
potism of the imperial Court Now the Elec- 
tion of Catholic Bishops was founded on the 
9ame principles. Natalls Alexander observes^ 
that the Summa potesta3, or Chief power in 
their Election,, resided in the Clergy of the va- 
cant Diocese in the first instance, then in the 
ProvincialBishops, and Metropolitan, and lastly 
in the Confirmation or negation of the Civil 
power, t 



• See Garnerius's Liber Diumus Romanor. Pont, c 2. 
Compare Ivo Carnotensis in parte 1V« Decreti C. cxxxii, et 
1. 11. PanoriDias C. ciii. Gratianus Dist. xti. Antoniiii 
Augu^jtinns in Epitome Juris Pontif. Veteris 1. v. Tit. x, q» 
liv, et Baronius ad ann. 869. 

t *' Summa autem eligendi potestas erat penes Cterum^ 
** Episcopoi, et Metropolitanam.'' Natal. Alex^ Hist. EceU 
t* ^} P^* 4^^« ^^ ft Roman Synod held by Boniface II; 
Stephen Bishop of Larissa mentions the validity of his title as 
founded on the Election Ckrif PopuUf Metropditanii atque 
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Gibbon's assertion, mentioned in the preced- 
ing page, may be true> if applied to those Popes 
who succeeded the Reign of Leo Isauricus, and 
contributed so effectually to emancipate Italy 
from the Dominion of Constantinople, when, 
in the reign of that illiterate Prince, the 
Coart was govemeti by a Mahometan, and 
under the influence of the Jews * 

Before that time> the Popes might indeed have 
boasted of a free Ecclesiastical election ; and 
that ekctwnj to use Gibbon's phrase, might en- 
dear them to the Roman people ; but they could 
hardly make invidious comparisons betwe«i 
their independence, and that of those very Em- 



eorum quorum assensus erat actui necessarius, et secundum 
priscam Consuetudiiiem tribus electisy meliori testimonio sortito, 
ekctionis palmam promerui. Compare the following Canons^ 

♦ A Syrian Mahometan, named Be^er, Leo's favourite, was 
the first who represented to him, that the Memorials of Chris- 
tian Martyrdoms, the Statues and Paintings which, adorned 
the Churches of the £mpire, were Idols. 

" Leo wa«ignorant of Sacred and Profane Letters. Perhaps 
" his intercourse with the Jews and Araljs had inspired the 
"martial peasant with an hatred of Imagoes/' Gibbon, Decl. 
ei&ll.vol.5,4to.p.97. 
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perors whose Confirmation was necessary to ena-^ 
ble them to take possession of their See. 

y. I do not believe, th&t there is m6re than one 
instance of a Pope, who tpok possession of the 
Chair of S. Peter, during the whole period of 
the Exarcate of Ravenna, th^t is, in the course 
of one hundred and eighty-fo\ir years, from the 
Exarcate of Longinus, A. lj>. 5^8, to that of the 
jifteenth Exarch, A. D. 7^2, without the Per- 
mission of the Imperial Court expressed in 
an Imperial Decree. The bne so&fary instance 
to which I allude, is that df Pelag^ius II, whp 
took possession, A. D. 56^ without an Im- 
perial Decree, because, as Anastasi^is Biblio- 
thecarius truly states, Rome was then besieged 
by the Lombards, and it wai impossible; to send 
the usual Deputation to the Emperor; a reason 
which evidently implies, that this was an excep- 
tion to established Law founded on cogent ne- 
cessity.* Paulus Diaconus gives the same ac- 

' * Anastasii Bibliothecarii Vaticani Vitae Poitificum Rom. 

fol. Romae 1728, in Vita Pelagii ii, pag« 1 14. His words are 
^ remarkable, ** Pelagius ii ordinatar alfsque Jtumne Prmcipii^ 

^* eo quod l^oogobardi obsiderent Civita^mBomanamf' .&c^ 
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tpunt in nearly the same words ; lulding^ that 
all communication with Government was inter- 
<;epted, and that no Messenger could undertake 
to penetrate through the close lines of the Ene- 
my.:);— I give credit to Sandini, who was a Fer- 
rarese, and consequently bound by his allegi- 
^ce to the Pope as a Temporal Prince, for 
eagerly grasping at this one instance, and hug- 
ging it to his breast, as a grand discovery, 
which proves, says he, that a Pope may be 
appointed without an Imperial Decree.^ I can 
also make allowances for the Court of Rome's, 
pretending that the system of Imperial nomina- 
tion expired in the reign of Constantine Pogona- 
tus, A.D. 682 * But, that Irishmen, blessed with 



t '^ Pelagius flomanae Ecclesiae Pontifex absque jussione 
'* Principis ordinatus est, eo quod Longobardi Romam per 
'' circuitum obsiderent, nee posset quisquam a Roma pro- 
" gredi/' De Gest. Longobard. !• 3, c. 20. 

§ " Unde babes tUiquando contigissCf ut Romani Pontlfices 
^' sine Imperatoris c6nsensu inaugurafentur." lb, t* 1, p. 200. 
<^^^ Jasttnianus cum, Ootbis Italia exactis, quartum jam ah-' 
n^m Eoma potiretur, jim confirmandae Electionis Romani Pon« 
tificis, quod illi sibi usurpaverant, traduxit ad se. Quod etiam 
^Jvra Successores usque ad Consfantinmn Pogonatum mordicus* 
feimeru^ .GogebanI ii Pontificem recens electum ccttam^ 
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a Civil Constitution, as I ho|)e they iobn will be, 
which stands unrivalled fbf excellence in the 
Annals of Mankind, should wish for Italian or 
French interference in the management of their 
Civil concerns, is what I can attribute not to the 
generous spirit of an enlightened Nation, but to 
the barbarous and barbarizing influence of a 
Penal Code, which is calculated, as Julian the 
Apostate's Laws against Christianity were, to 
degrade bur minds, to stultify our faculties, 
and tio render us tame stupid Animals, capable 
6f bearing any burthen which may be im- 
pdsed, feither by foreign or domestic oppression. 
VI. It^ is false, that the Confirming power of the 
Imperial Cmirt was siirreiidfered by Pogonatus. 
He indeed remitted the tribntCy which the Pope 
usually p^id to the Imperial Court, when his 
Decree of nomination was signed. But so far 
was he from surrendering his nominating power, 
that on the contrary he expressly stipulated, in 
the Act of remitting the Papal tribute, that no 



p^punise Tim, teste Anastasio in Vita Agathonis, (pag. I46][ 
sibi solvere pro Ekctumis Cat^rmatumef sine qUa ^^abaho' 
obire munus suam,^ Sandini, ibid. p. 195* 
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Pftjiie should take possession of the Rom^ See, 
uhtil his Election \iras first confittned, according 
to the ancient usages of this Empite.* 

VII. Will the facts thus collected from indis- 
pntable authorities be deniied? I should rather 
think, that they will not. To deny without i 
reason, to assert without authority, ar6 the pri* 
vileges of Bedlamites; mtrt oj^nion is the 
last refiige of Ignoraiice unwiUiig to be infor^ 
med, dr of obstinacy resolving not td tie donf'^ 
vifaced ; and to deny facts so well ascertained, 
would provoke the lash of learning, and rouse 
the indignation of virtue* I haV6 appealed 
thix)ughout this whole Letter to Catholic 
Authors. I appeal to MabitlofCs learned Com- 
mentdrius in Ordihem Romantm. I state ho 

*^f Constanttnos^quldetk Pogonatos {ia^.Concilhufiyi^itfcduiHt 
petitionibus Joannis Episcopi Portuensis, ut libera esset Ecpje- 
sia Rbmana a soUitione quantitatu^ quae solvenda erat pro 
^fiiniatioaePbn^Sci^^itmbl, sed ednfirniiilid^is nece^jitii 
tuncjioaest sublata. Quia^potius additum Aot illi Diii?^ jus^ 
9ioniy teste Anastasio in Vita Agathonis pag. 140, quod non 
iMiioi^k(Aiq»i£led^sfitmtf nid prm iecretkn gtnWdie 
pifrod/kbtunin^lf^giaA Urh&n^i s^emSmimtiquiim (immfiih 
dmcmy et cum eorum conscientia et jussione debeat Drdinado 
pr6venih».'^ pe' Marca, 1. S,' be concordia Sacerdotii et* Ijpo^- 
feriicSiJlO. 
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facts but such as are admitted by the; Roman 
as well as by the Galilean Divines, and I think 
it will be found quit^ impossible to question 
any one fact which I have advanced. 
. VIIL But though the facts will nOt be de- 
nied, evasions will be sought for.— I observe by 
your account, that a destinction will be made 
between a Negative and an effectual negative ! 
Gracious God! How long shall the true. Re- 
gion be exposed to the mockery of surround- 
ing Sects, by the folly, the.abus^es, thesq^ndals, 
or the wickedness of its professors ! 

Let us suppose, that any man of any Diocese 
in Ireland should use this same language to his 
Bishop. — " I know, my Lord, that a Negative 
against adultery is expressed in the Vlth Com- 
mandment; but a negative is one thing, and 
an effectual negative is another." — ^Would not 
such a man deserve to be kicked out of com- 
pany ? Shall that language be tolerated in 
a Bishop which b infamous in a Lajrman ? I 
can hold no truce with a language of tergiver* 
Mtion, or a conduct so profligate as tfais^ so 
prejudicial to the interests of virtue, and so sub- 
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versive of every principle that connects us with 
each other, I will not say, in a Christian, but 
in any Civilized or Commercial society. It is a 
vile prostitution of that heavenly gift of Speech, 
which distinguishes Us from the Brute Creation. 
It endangers the vital interests of every State, 
of every family, and of every political and 
commercial relationship, and deserves the utter 
abhorrence of all mankind. 

IX. A Negatvoe is an effectual negative, or it 
is nothing. It may be a limited negative, but as 
far as it goes it must be effectual. What would 
yoii say to a man, who having promised to pay 
you fifty pounds on a certain day, should with- 
draw his engagement, saying, a promise is one 
thing, and an effectual promise is another ; or 
fifty "^pounds is one thing,^ but fifty pounds 
effectual is another ? Will a generous nation 
tolerate such profligacy as this, at the very 
time when it rests its claim for Emancipation 
on the effectual surrender of Limerick,* the 

* " Persecution, says Dr. Johnson, is not more virtuous in 
" a Protestant than in a Papist. When we blame Lewis XIV 
^r for his Dragoons and his Gallies, we ought, when power 
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candour of: Englishmen, aind the fiiir and ho- 
nourable equality of LaWy which is the vital 
principle of our Civil Constitntion ? Hay bur 
Country perish fisst; may she be blotted first 
froni the Map of nations* The Green Island of 
Saints ought never to be heard of, except with 
honour and virtue, religion and renown. 

X. Another objection, not quite so profligate, 
may be founded on the examples which may 
be alleged of Bishops, who appointed their 
own Sttccessors, or Cojwljutors, cumfutura sue- 
cessioncy in consequence of illness, or being in- 
capable from old age to attend to the duties of 
their Dioceses. Thus S. Augustin, Apostle of 
England, appointed Lauren tins as stated by 
Bede, Hist. 1. 2, c. 4; S. Saceidos of Lyons 
ikominated his own. Nephew, and obtained the 
confirmation of bis bequest froni Childebert 



** comes into our. hands, to use it with greater equity; when 
'^ Canada was yielded, the free eDJoyment of its Religion was 
^Vjtipulated ; a condition of whicEKing William^ who was no 
^^ Propagator of Popery, gave an example nearer home o^ Ht 
*f surrender of LimerickJ' Johnson's Patriot, DuU. Syo, 
I777,f.l53i 
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ICing of France!, as stated by Gregory of Tours, 
in his VitfiB Patrum, c, 8. — Scverjal pth^r such 
io^taQ(;es are qiiiiotedby N^taUs Alexai;M4i^f«> t.5, 
p.44JK Biftthat lefwcued Theoiogiaa Qb3erye$, 
that these pa;^s sre exceptions to th^ Laws, 
ajad repugnant. ^n4. neoQUing tQ tM Spirit joJ the 
€hurch;* Jhat eten ui th^e ewes the free con- 
sent of the Diocesan Clergy was required ; and 
that in no case whatsoever could a Bishop be 
obtruded on the Clergy of any Diocese, if they 
were unmlling to deceive him. 



* " Sancti Episcopi V. Saeculo et pnecedentibiis Coadjutores 
et Succe^sores sibi designarunt, CUro et Pkbe cojisenticnte^ 
Sic V^leriMs Ijippouensis, senio et taorhU confectus, obteota 
dispie^^atiofie ^b Epi^copo Carthaginensi, totius Africas Pri- 
i^ate, S. A^gu^inmn Coadjutorem sibi assumpsit; Episbopa- 
tum sus(^re coQtra morem Ecclesia^, suo vivente Episcopo, 
AugusUnDsrecusabat. At QonnuUia.jam exemplis praeceden- 
^bUs;^ omnis ipsi excusatio claudebatur. Quod in seipso pos* 
left fieri Qoo dfb^isse, vt vira suo Episcppo ordinarelur, et 
dixit et scripsit, propter ^Ooncilii Nksni Canouem,. quern ^ 
j^m ordiiiatus didic^t Lege. Possidium in Vita S. Atigustini, 
«b 8, Atigu$tinuu^ ipsuzi^ Bpist. 34, et S. PaUlinum apud S^ 
At«gilstia Epist. 3& Hanc Succedsorum' designation 

nem, ab Episcopii inoribtmdis factain» consentientibus licet 
Gompro^adalibus EjMscopisy. irrUlamf et CanonibuB contira- 
nam declaraverunt Hilanas Ppntifex^ et Raiiiiraai$yiiodu& in 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



72 

XI. Charlemagne's law of 808 enacts^ that 
Bishops shall be elected. by the Clergy and peo^ 
/^/er of the vacant Diocese, according to thean^ 
dent Canons ; and that the Bishop Elect shall 
be chosen from out of the Vacant Diocese. f 

His Son Louis te Debonnaire enacted a similar 
law in 816, according to the calculation of 



causa Irensei " Ne Episcopatus honor hctraditariuin jus putarc" 
^ytur^ quod sola Dei benignitate confertur" Antiochenffi 
Synodi Canon 23, Saeci4o IV, yetipt ne Epispopus Successo- 
rem sibi constitueret. Itaque et Canonibus prohibitum erat 
S^sculo ¥• ne Episcopi sibi Successores eligerent, et a6 Ecclcr 
sice moribus id semper alienum fuerat" Natal. Alex. t. 5. p. 
176. 

Pope Coelestine I. who sent S. Patrick to Irelandi exhorts 
die Clergy to resist such uncanonical nominations, and to 
insist on a Bishop being chosen from amongst the Clergy of 
the. Vacant Diocese. '' Quod vero ex Clero Ecclesias vacan- 
•^ tis eligendus esset Episcopus, habemus ex Epist. 2. Ceeles- 
*' tini Papae, c. 5. — Tunc alter de altera eligatur Ecelesia, si 
" d^ Civitatis Ipsius Clericus, cui est Episcopu^ ordinandus,- 
" nullus dignus, quod evenire non credimus, potent inveniri. 
^' •«••.•,. • .Sitfacuitas Clef ids reidten^i^ si se viderint pra* 
" gravari, et quos sibi injgredi ex adverso agnoverint, non Hme". 
" ant refutare," Natal. Alexander, ib. p. I7^> t. 5. Leo the 
Great saysv '* Ex Presbyteris ejusdem Ecclesiae vel ex Diaco^ 
^^conihus optimus eligatur. Epist. 84. Ibid. 

t Capitul. Aquisgran. I.e. 2. Baluz. Ci4[>ituU 1. lypag* 
379, et Capitui, I. 1, c. 78, pag.718, 
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Sifmond, or in 822, accordii^ to the better cal-^ 
culation of Le Cointe.j; By both these laws it 
is enacted, that when a Bishop dies, the Clergy 
of the vacant Diocese shall elect a Successor, 
and then send a Deputation to Court, request- 
ing the King to confirm the election, if he 
tliought fit ; but, if not, stating that they will 
return to a new election, — When the King con- 
firmed, he issued Letters Patent to the Elected 
'Bishop, by which he granted to him the tem- 
poralities of his See, on condition of inviolable 
allegiance; and he added a Decree, addressed 
to the Metropolitan of the Province, command^ 
ing him to consecrate the person thus named iii 
his letters patent, and desiring that he should 
be consecrated, on a given day. 

The Pope cannot name his own Successor. 
XII. Even the Pope, in the plenitude of his 
power could not appoint a Coadjutor cum Spe 



X Sirmond Coneil. Gall. t. 22, 1. 2, p. ^4. Capit Aquis- 
gran. c. 2. Baluz t 2, p. 564. Le Coitite Auoal. ad waxky 
|922, n. xi,p. 594; etn. xlv,p. 6l5. 

^ .Se^girmond Concil. GalL 1. 2, pag. 63& 
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SuccemjioniSf a^d niuch less couljd b^ nQOdinate 
Jm oi^n SuQcessor. 

Popf Boniface IL who succeeded Feli^ IV. 
A«D*5309 wishiog to aotiqipate the anterf(^- 
cficf of the Gothic K^iogs of Italy in Xbfi aj)- 
pointtnent of his S^cc^sftor, convened a (]]lou9« 
cilatRome, in 531, ai>4 vith the fon^mf Hf 
that Council^ nampd his q^a ^Wjcesspf ; )fPAW- 
|pg well that, without the conaet^t of a CpuA^iU 
he could not give any colour pjf Ijegitin^jr to 
a private npiniAation of his own, : ; . 

In order to ' render thij^. p^ocepding the 
more binding, be demanded of the stssembled 
Clergy, that, having acpeded tahis nonHU^tipn 
pf the Deacon Vigilim^ tbey M^puld a.U sign. a 
Decree of Election in his favour, and s^ear 
abide by it, whatever might be the will or plea-^ 
sure o^ Athalaricus King of the Goths. The 
Clergy agreed ; the Decree was signed ; they 
even swore to abide by it But a few days had 
scarcely elapsed, when it occurred to some of 
them that this proceeding was utterly repug- 
nant to Canonical Discipline. The Pope him- 
self began to feel that he h^id acted illegally ; 
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tte Clergy became clamorous, for another 
Council to reconsider their own Act. A new 
Council was accordingly convened, and the 
que9tion being calmly reconsidered^ the oath 
already taken was declared unlawful^ as being 
r^ugna»t to the Sacred Canons ; the Deeretum 
so iinanimo4isly sign^ was committed to the 
flames, and the old Law was renewed that no 
l^ope should nominate a Successor for hinpself.* 
XH. Qur Bishops will observe by my quota- 
tions, that I quote no objectionable authorities. 
I confine myself to the very favourite writers 



* << Bonifacius, ut occurreretlicentiae Regum Gothorum in 
dengnandis Pontificibus, habito Itomae Concilio, delegit Vigi- 
ly^ Pi^^n^ c|\4 si^ si|cceder|et» C9fVientieQte Cl^ro, ew 
sensumque praestitum et jurejurando et chirographis confir- 
mante. Quae res utpote coniraria sacris legibus^ officiensque 
llhertati. Comitiocaiiv adeo. postea Clericis et Bonifacio ipsi 
displicuit, ut alio congregato Concilio, Deeretum pasnitendum 
abrogaret, ignique traderet. — Vides ne Fontifid quidem^ ne- 
iwn EpUcopis licere designare Suecessorem suum. Sunt tamen, 
ut legere est apud Vincentium Cardinalem Petram, torn. 4. 
Comment, ad Constitut. Apostol. pag. 119> num. 10^ qui 
putent id facere posse Pontificem, si Ecclesiae necessifaSf vel 
widens utUUas postulet. Cum autem base eligendi ratio peri- 
culo non careat^ plerique concedunty eam ne ah Ramanis qut" 
iem Fmiificibui esse usurpandam,'* Sandiniy ib. t 1, p. 179* 
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of the Court of Rome, such as Cardinal Baro- 
Bius, Pagi, NataKs Alexander^ Bellarmine, and 
Sandini, who is the most recent^ and perhaps 
the most approved of them all.* All agree 
that this mode of nominating Coadjutors 
and Successors -is repugnant to the modern as 
well as to the ancient Disciphne of the Catho- 
lic Church. 

In point of fact, Pope Pius IVj who was 
elected Pope in 1559, renewed Bonifkce the 
II's Decree, that no Pope should, under any 
pretext, or in any circumstances whatsoever, 
nominate his own Successor ;t and the more, 
recent Canonists agree, that the nomination of 
Coadjutors cumfutura successione, as well as of 
Successors, is expressly prbhibi ted by the Canon 
Law, 



* Sandini's Work, published at Ferrara, 1 76Sp is dedicated to 
Pope Clement the XIII's Nephew ; and the edition 1 quote is 
tlie Editio quarta Italica. Compare Baronius ad ann. ^dl|L 
§ 2y &c* and Pagi ad eundem ann* § 4. 

•(■ *' Redintegrata insuper lege lata a Bonifacio 11, decrevit, 
^' Romanum Pontificem noit po9se sibi suoc^sorem eligere, ne- 
'^ que adjutorem sibi adscissere postea succesmrum in locum 
** tuumj quamvis id Cardinaks conscntirent/' Sandini in YiUi 
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That the Pope's Supremacy does not consist in 
a Power or Divine Right, either to elect or 
to nominate, or to confirm Bishops in their 
Sees ; and that the Pope never elected or 
nominated to Irish Sees before the twelfth 
Century. 

L I am far from expecting that Religious 
or Political Truths, however self-evident, 
should make their way in the world, with the 
same facility^ with whiqh Philosophical Efis- 
coveries are reduced to practice, transferred 
almost immediately from the Laboratory of s^ 
Chemist, or the Writing-desk of a Calculator 
to the Shop of a Mechanic, or the Engine of a 
Manufactory, Philosophical discoveries have 



Pii IV, t. 2, pag. 653. See also Raynaldus ad ann. 1 56l , § 9^ 
and Victorellus in addit. ad Vitam Pii IV, also Diana parte 10, 
Tfact. 5, De Potestate Pontificis eligertdi sibi Successorem. 

Compare the erudite Van-espen, and Fagnanus in 2 parte primi 
Decretal. Capite Accepimus. — But above all Piu* IV's 
Constitution^ by which he confirms those of his Predecessors. 
Alex. Ill, Gregory X, Clement V, et Julius Il.^^Ptir; was the 
Pope who reassembled the Council of Trent after an interrup- 
tion of ten years, and who renewed the ancient Discipline of 
GommttuioQ in both kinds^ in Germany. 
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no enemies to encounter, but prgudice and ig<* 
norance : in other respects the world obsenres 
an indifference approaching to neutrality. But 
Religious and Political Truths have to encoun- 
ter the malignity of interest, and the humilia- 
tion of pride ; and these enlist under their ban- 
ners every passion that contributes to exclude 
conviction from the mind. I therefore am ftilly 
prepared to hear, that all the arguments hither- 
to alledged, against a Bishop's right to nbiiii^ 
nate h^s own Successor, are founded on antU' 
quatedf dormant^ and obsolete Laws, which hive 
not been enforced since the 12th cetltury ; that 
the right of appointing Bishops to Irish Sees 
has always been vested in the Pope, in virtu^ 
Qf his spiritual Supremacy, as Head of the 
Catholic Church ; and that, in his present 
stite of captivity, he has deemed it expedifeni 
to delegate his spiritual Supremacy to the Irish 
Ksiicips, and to enable them coliectivily, or in- 
dividually, to nominate their own Successors. 

11. I will not now inquire whether it is wise, 
at a time when all the Feudil establishments cit 
Europe have been levelled, and all feudal Idens 
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have expired, to attempt to fbf ce upon lis^ l>y 
such falsehoods, a feudal Church Qovemment 
of twenty-five Spiritual Xords; who^ hav- 
ing mx legitimate childiien to inherit their Dio- 
ceses, claim a tight of adopting children, ahd be-^ 
queathing to those adopted favourites all the 
Clergy of their Dioceses, as the Proprietors df 
Weirt-India lands bequeath, or sell, or dispose 
of, their black slaves without any contrbuL But 
I will challenge any Man to show that the 
Pope's SuprerbaCy consists in nominating Irish 
Bishops, or that the Pope ever nominated Irish 
Bishops before the lS*h Century. 

It is anunquestionable fact^ t^at the Irish aK 
ways elected their own Bishops, with the con*' 
sent of their kings, until the arrival of Gar-f 
dinal Paparo in 1151; and I trust that in my 
next Letter I shall prove to the satisfaction of 
every thinking Irishman, who values either 
the Catholic Religion, or the rational liberty 
and tranquillity of his Country that the 
Ekction of the Clergy, with the approbation 
of the Gentry, and the confirmation of the 
Civil power, is the only prudent| the only 
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wiie, tiie only Constitutional, and tl» only 
Gfttbolic plan that, in the present circuni- 
stances, can be adopted by the Irish people; 
provided always, that the Civil Government 
oease to persecute by Civil eacclusions, and to 
proscribe, and to degrade, our people by the in- 
vidious distinctions of the Penal Code. 

But I reserve this subject for a second letter,f 
in which Ishallmost clearly demonstrate, on. 
Catholic Principles, that, even if the Irish had 
SAirrendered their Right of Election to the Pppe,< 
in the twelfth century, yet he could not dele- 
gate that right, and much less bestow it upon 
others; that all rights which were delegated 
or surrendered to him, by the Irish in the 
twelfth century, revert, not to a Buonaparte, 
nor to any Pope appointed by Buonaparte^ but 
to the Original Proprietors; that neither the; 
election of Bishops by the Pope, nor their C(W- 
firmation by him after election, nor their nomi" 
nation to any vacant See, nor the Pope's con* 
sjentf noreven his knowledge of the appointment^ 
is a necessary requisite to establish the validity 
of any of these acts; that the Irish Clergy, 
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before the arrival of Cardinal Paparo in the year 
1151, always elected, and consecrated their own 
Bishops, without the Pope's knowledge, ^^ ar 
" togaidhe Tuaith acus Ecailst Eir^'' as the 
Irish Annals expressly declare ; and that Epis- 
copal Elections^ in order to their being Canoni* 
calf that is Religious in the eye of the Supreme 
Being, decorous in the eyes of Men, and Legiti- 
mate in the eye of the Church, must be con- 
ducted, as nearly as possible, in the following 
order: — 



* They grossly err, who suppose that Episcopal Election 
was ever antiquated, or obsolete in Ireland. There is no tn- 
stance of a Diocese having become vacant, in which the 
Clergy of that Diocese have not assembled to elect a Suc- 
cessor, and to postulate for their own Elect; and it is only 
within these latter years that the Bishops have endeavoured 
to confine this right of Election, exclusively to themselves. 
The first public avowal of this exclusive claim, may be seen in 
a note annexed to Lord Fingal's letter to Lord Redesdale, 
when Lord Chancellor of Ireland in 1804. The Roman Pon<* 
tifical admits the necessity of Episcopal Election in the very 
fortti of consecration, the title of which is ** De consecra* 
tione Electi in Epitcopum/^ See Pontificale Romanum Cle*^ 
mentis VIII ac Urbani VIII jussu editum, nunc vero a SS. 
Benedicto XIV lecognitum* Venetiis 1758. See Appendix, 

^^0.1. 
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III. The obsequies of the deceased Bishop 
must be atteiided before any canvas commence. 
— ^These being performed, — 1. A day is to be 
appointed by the three Senior Presbyters of the 
vacant See, and a Place of Worship must be also 
appointed by them, where all those who are 
in the Care of Souls are to assemble^ for the 
Election of a Successor. — 2. Prayers are to be 
solemnly offered for the Election of a Man 
whose Morals, Learning, and Prudence may 
qualify him for such a station. — 3. If the Dio- 
cese affords such a person, the Electors are not 
to qject from another Diocese. If it does not, 
they may elect from another. — 4. Each Cler- 
gyman is to vote indvoidually^ at* the foot of 
the Altar, having first ascended to the highest 
step, and laid his right hand on the Bible, 
to signify the Conscientious integrity of his 
mind^ in votii^g without any other partiality 
than that which arises from virtue. — 5. He is 
to vote by handing to the Senior Clergyman 
who presides, or to any of the Provincial Suf- 
fragans who may preside, (he having been pre- 
viously called to the Qhair by a Majority of 
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voices,) a paper, on which the names oi three 
Candidates are written, in the order of prefer- 
ence which that Clergyman would assign. 
6. The votes are then to be counted by the Pre- 
sident; and the three Candidates, in whose 
favour the Majority have voted, are to be pre- 
sented by a chosen Deputation to the Metropo- 
litan. — Lastly, the Metropolitan is to agree with 
the Civil power in the confirmation^ or nomi- 
nation of one of the three, without any reference 
to any foreign Jurisdiction. 

IV. Is there any thing in all this that can, even 
by the most interested or malignant ingenuity, 
be tortured into a repugnance or hostility to 
any Article of the Catholic faith ? Is there any 
tiring in it that does not edify ? Is it not con- 
sistent with the Spirit and Discipline of the 
Catholic Church, as described by Fleury^ X 
Natalis Alexander^ Mabition^ Morin, PetaintiSi 



: . t *^ Dans les Royanmes formes dvL debris de Y Empire d* 
** Occident, dans les elections les pluscanmiiqueSf ie Qonsente- 
•* ment du Prince etoitnecessaireiTleuryTroisieme DiscouVs 
t9^riibft.&cl. iL^. 
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Calmet, and the best Catholic writers/ Italian 
^s wi?ll as French ? 

V. As long as the Church was governed by that 
virtue which distinguished the primitive ages, 
it might not have been necessary to secure 
sanctity of Discipline by the salutary restraints, 
or the provisions of human Laws. In those 
ages Bishops were not jealous of the power or 
influence of their equals ; neither were they in- 
,vidious of the talents of their inferiors ; they 
did not think that they alone were the sole ar- 
biters of truth ; they mistrusted their own judg- 
ments; and they gladly heard the opinions and 
advices of others. For this purpose they held 
frequent Assemblies of their Clergy, with whom 
they consulted on the necessities of their Dio- 
ceses;, they knew that in such Assemblies, there 
will always be some Men of generous disinter«- 
.ested mindsi who will; speak truth with Chris- 
tian fortitude, as well as with Christian hu- 
mility, and will bring others, by gentle persua- 
sion, to the paths of genuine Christianity, in 
spight of false Devotees ; that in public Assem^ 
blieswe are ashamed to flatter, and afraid to 
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appear unjust; that though it may be easy iu 
private to gain over an individual, it is not easy 
in public to corrupt a numerous Congregation; 
and that though it is a more summary process to 
commandy to domineer ^ and to compel^ yet the way* 
of gentle persuasion which wins the hear4^ is 
that alone which can eradicate hypocrisy and, 
establish true Religion m the mind.f They 
knew in short, that the Government of the 
Catholic Church is not an Oriental Despotism, 
nor a Feudal Monarchy, but a mixed Govern'- 
menty such as it is described even by the most 
Papal of the Papal writers themselves. § 



t " Tout se faisoit dans Y Eglise par conseil, parce qu* on ne 
** cherchoit qu' a y faire r^ner la raison, la regie, la volonte 
" de Dieu. Les Eveques avoient toujours devant les yeux le 
^^ precepte de S. Pierre, et de J. C. meme, de ne pas imiter la 
^' domination des Rois de la terre, qui tend toujours au Despo* 
** tique, N' etant point presomptueuse, ils ne croyoient pas 
" connoiire seuls la verite ; ils se defioient de leurs lumieres, 
'^ et n' etoient pas jaloux de celles des autres* Ils cedoien^ 
'' volontiers a celui qui donnoit un meilleur avis/' Heury 
Seconde Discours No, 5. 

§ ^* Doctores Catholici in eo conveniunt omnes, ut Regimen 
^* Ecclesiasticum hominibus a Deo commiss'um, sit illud qui- 
" dem Monarchicura, sed temperatum ex AHstocratia et De* 
** mocratia/' Bellarmin lib. de Sum. Pont. cap. 5. 
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Genuine Catholic idea of the Pope's Supremacy. 

; I. But, you will ask, what means the Pope's 
S(upremacy for which our Ancestors have suf- 
fered Martyrdom, if it consists not in any of 
the electing, confirming, or nominating powers 
you have mentioned ? — I answer, that not one 
of our ancient Fathers, not one of our ancient 
Saints ever looked upon the Pope's Supremacy 
as a gulph, which swallowed up the rights of 
the subordinate orderb of the Hierarchy. 

As the Pope has Rights which are peculiar 
to himself, and subordinate only to a General 
Council, so Bishops have Rights which are 
equally inherent by Divine institution, and 
w'hich it would be Heretical to controvert 
Even Priests, who are not in the care of souls, 
have inalienable rights, in virtue of ordination, 
which, when once Holy orders are conferred, 
no Bishop can, without a Canonical TesLSoiif 
suspend or recall.* 



* The doctrine that Parish Priests have no power imtnedu 
diattly by Divine institution, but mediately through the Bishop, 
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II. The Pope's Supremacy consists in a power 
given by our Saviour to S. Peter, of inspecting 
the conduct of all orders of the Hierarchy, so 
as to take care, not that they shall have such- 
Church Discipline as he may think proper to 
impose ; not that we shall have Bishops of his 
]i^omination ; but that the faith^ which we 
outwardly profe^, shall be conformable with 
that revelation, which was made by our Saviour;^ 
and that our morals shall be conformable with 
our faith.* It is on this vw4/e agreement of 
fmth and morals^ that the unity of the Church 
is founded ; and it is for the preservation of 
that Dtsible unity that we have a visible Head, 
whose Primacy existed in the days of S, 
Peter, as fully as in the pompous days of Leo X. 



has b^n censured by the Sorbonne as scandalous, heretical^ 
and destructive of the Hierachy. This censure passed against 
the Friar Angeli in 14S!2. His proposition was '^ Presbyteri 
^ Curat! faclilatem suam habent ab Episcopo duntaxat/' The 
Facultie's cemure, is *^ Propositio in qua dicitur sh Episcopo 
'* dutUaxat est scandalosa, in fide erronea, Hierarchici ordinis 
'' destrucUTa.'' The same proposition was condemned in 
1 5l6, and frequently since. 
^ Matthew xvi, IB. John x, and xxi, 15* Luke xxii. 32* 
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In this, and in thU onlyy consists the Pope's Su- 
premacy by Divine right All other powers, 
which have been annexed to his Primacy in 
subsequent ages, are of human institution.f 

III. Catholic Churches differ in their Liturgies 
and Discipline in various parts of Europe and 
Asia. Some celebrate the Mass in Greeks 
some in Syriacj some in Armenian^ and others 
in Ethiopia AIL these differ in Discipline. 
The ancient Gallic and the ancient Irish 



t " Lorsqu' on voulut affoiblir en Angleterre V autorite du 
'* S. Siege, on remarqua que S. Gregoire avoit refuse le titre d 
*/ Eneque Umversel, Voyons un peu dans Ic fond ce que S. 
" Gregoire qui le rejettoit, croyoit cependant de V autorite' 
^' de son Siege. En pa riant du Primat d' Afrique, — Quant a ce 
*y quf U at qu* U est soumis au Siege Apostolique^ dit S. Gre- 
^' goire, je ne sache aucun Eveque qui n' y soit soumis^ lonqit 
'^ il se trouve dans quelquefaute. Au sur plus, quand lafaute 
^* ntV exigepas^ nous sommes tous freres selon la loi de V 
" humility. S. Greg. Epist. l.ix, Indict. 11, p.941, Ep. 12, 
" t. i. Edit. Benedictinor. et ibid. Ep. 65 item Ep. 55.— 
^* Viola doQC le fond de la puissance Pontificale. Le restt 
** que la cautume ou la tolerance^ ouFahus memepourroit avoir 
•* introduit^ ou augmentey pouvoit etre conserve, ou soufftrtf 
^^ ou etendu plus ou moins^ selon que 1' ordre la paix et la 
<< tranquillite publique le demanderent.*^ Bossuet Hist, des 
Variations a Paris 1770, t. 2, p. 55. 
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Missals diflfered from the Roman.* But yet 
all these Churches, electing and nominating 
their own Bishops, without the consent of the 
Pope, J acknowledged his Primacy as Head of 
the Catholic Church ; and in consequence of 
that Primacy, admitted his right to inspect 
and inquire into the faith and morals of their 
Clergy, to object to novel institutions which 
might trench upon the Visible Unity of the 
Church, and to declare those Schismatical, who 
might persist in practices repugnant to faith, or 
to moralsy or even to such Ecclesiastical insti- 
tutions, as are consecrated by the Decrlees of 
General Councils, and by the immemorial 
usages of the Universal Church ; such for in- 
stance as the celebration of Easter, the obser- 
vance of Lent, the celibacy of the Clergy in the 
Latin Church, and after ordination in the Greek, 
&c.— In all other instances every National 
Church is competent to judge for herself. 



• See S. Augustin*s Epistle to Gregory the Great, in Bede 
Hist, l.l, c.^Zy and S. Columban's Epistles, Ijovanii ^667* 

X So King Oswald appointed our Countryman Mdan, to 
be &rst Bishop of Landisfarne. Bede 1. 3, c. 3. 
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IV. Our An€estar$ therefore sufiered Mar- 
tyrdom^ riot for the Pope's temporal power of 
nominating to Irish fiishopricVs, or of transfer*^ 
ring Ireland to a foreign Monarch, but for Su" 
premac^ 0/ Didine right. 

They supposed that they were called upon by 
the Government of England, to renounce this 
Article of their Faith, when Eliaiabeth declared 
herself Head of the Church. — ^Whether they 
were right or wrong in this supposition is ano* 
ther question. They believed, that they were 
called upon to renounce an Article of Revealed 
faith; and the times being then unfavourable 
to instruction, and the tempers of men ex- 
tremely exasperated,t and no conciliatory mode 
adopted to explain what was meant by Head of 
the Churchy I not only do not wonder at thei* 
resistance, but I should hold them to have 



t The following Irish verses were then taught by nurses to lisp- 
ing children, and unfortunately^ they then conveyed truth. 

** Na din Common re fear galda, ma nir, nifairde dhuit. 
^Beidh choidhe ar tidh do mheQlta comman adfhuirghalda riot.** 

Anglicus Angelus est, — cui nunquam credere &8 est 

Cum tibi dicit Jve^ — velut ab hoste cave. 
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denied thefakhj if they had acceded to t)^ 
Oath of {Supremacy, so worded, and so pro- 
posed. They acted Heroically, in resisting 
principles which the Government of the day 
attempted to ram down their throats with Ma* 
hometan violence; and they would not have 
deserved the name of Irishmen, or of Christians, 
and much less of Martyrs, if, in religious mat- 
ters, they had been governed by any other prin- 
ciples than those of that Heavenly persuasion, 
which icharacterizes the gospel of J. C. 

V. Yet it must, in common justice, be acknow- 
ledged, that the title of Head of the Ckureh, 
though odious to a Catholic, means no more 
in the acceptation of an Englishman, than 
Temporal Head of the Church,^ or Defender of 
the Faith. No Englishman ever yet for a mo-t 
ment supposed, that the King could administer 
Sacraments, Ordain Priests, give a Mission for 
preaching or teaching, or be the source of spiif- 
tual as well as of temporal powen They give 
him no authority even in Church Discipline, 
but such as is necessary for maintaining order 
in the State, supporting by the Civil «word the 
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Laws of morality, defending the rights of the 
inferior, as well as of the superior, Clergy; and 
excluding all foreign interference from the. 
management of those temporal concerns, which, 
are necessarily connected with every species of 
human authority. This is the explanation which 
the English Divines give of their own princi- 
ples; and no one has a right to attribute to 
them principles which they utterly disavow, j: 
If they approached us as nearly iu. other points 
as in this, I should not despair of a gradual 



, t Even James I. explained this doctrine in the way I men- 
tion, '* Tanto studio tantaque sollicitudine cavebam, ne quid- 
" quam hoc jurejurando contineretur, praeter fidelitatis illius, 
*' Cvcilisque ei Temporalis obedientuB prqfessianem quam ipsa 
** natura praescribit. • • .Visum est ut hujus jurisjurandi Apol- 
** ogiam ederera, in qua suscipiebam probandum nihil in eo 
'* contineri nisi quod ad obedientiam mere Civilem et Tempo- 
*' ralem spectat, qualis Summis Principibus a Subditis de^ 
** betur." Jacobi I Apologia Londini 1619, pag. 289.— 
Had this vile Pedant been as Conciliatory in his manners and 
answers to the Irish Delegates in 1613, as he was studious to 
shew his learning, and to boast of his Protestantism, of which 
however he was not a sincere Advocate, the Irish would have 
long ere now acceded to a negative on the part of th^ Civil 
Power. But " Deus quos vult perdere dementat/^ — Masson, 
explains the oath of English Supremacy as James does. Ap- 
olog. pro Eccl. Angl. c. 1. p. 420^ c. 2. p. 433% 
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approxiln&tioni which' would end in mutual cha- 
rity ;• for it cannot be denied, that the Pope 
has no temporal power, and ought to have nope, 
directly or indirecly, in any state but in his 
own. 

VI. Even those Pontiffs who are accused of the 
most detestable and Heretical Principles of ab- 
solving Subjects from their oaths of Allegiance, 
such as Gregory II, and Gregory III,* even 
they acknowledge, that Civil Governments 
have a right to exert their authority to a cer- 
tain extent, in the temporal concerns of such 
Churches^ as are established in their dominions, 
and protected by their laws. 

Notwithstanding the execrable tyranny of 
Leo Isauricus, though he fired the Churches, 
and burned the twelve Theological professors 



* Gibbon adopted his idea of the Excommunication, and 
Deposition of Leo, from Bellarmine, and Baronius, who 
endeavour to justify the Deposing doctrine, by aUedging 
ancient precedents. Nicephorus, Patriarch of C. P. never 
mentions the Deposition or Excommunication of Leo, or 
Pope Gregory's exciting Italy to rebellion, neither does John 
of Damascus. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



94 

of Coutantinople^ for resisting his Mahometan 
Decrees, though he committed to the flames 
the College library of three thousand three 
hundred ancient MSS, amongst which was an 
ancient copy of the Iliad and Odyssey, in letters 
of gold; t though he confiscated the Revenues 
of the Roman Church in Sicily and Calabria^ 
amounting to thirty thousand pounds per an-^ 
num, still Gregory III, who was elected Pope 
on the fifth day after the death of Gregory I]^ 
namely on the eleventh of Februaiy 7S1, waited 
until the eighteenth of March, that the Im^ 
perial Decree of his Confirmation should be dis- 



t Constentini Maoasse Chronicon io^r Histor* Bjzant. 1 
14, p. 72. Venet. 1729, and Zonoras ib. 1. 1 1. p. SI, S2, Ced- 
Tenus and Zonoras, in the Acts of S. Stephen the Younger. 

Julius Capitolinus mentions a copy of Homer in letters of 
gold, the property of the Emperor Maximian. The Latins 
derived the art of liquifying gold for ink from the Greeks, 
Josephus Antiq. Jud. 1. 12. c. 2.-— ^^< Insj^iciuntur mem* 
branas Colore purpureo, says S. Jerom, Auruni liquescit 
** in litteras/^ Hieron Epist 22 ad Eustoch. n. 32. et 
t'^raef. in Job.— Casley flatters 4iimself that fragments of these 
indentical books mentioned by S. Jerom, exist in the Cotton 
Library ! Biblioth. Britan. Prsf. p. xii, 1735. t. 5. pari S. 
Art. 5. p« 330. Compare Montfaucoa Paleogr. 
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patehed from Ravenna^ before he would be 
Consecrated, or take possession of his See. 

Vll. Gibbon indeed asserts, that both the Gre- 
gories excited the Italians to Rebellion^ but it is 
an undoubted fact, that Gregory III informed 
the Insurgents, that Rebellion was a crime in 
which he would never participate; that to refuse 
the usual tributes in revenge for Leo's perse* 
cution was Rebellion, and that be interposed 
his authority with the army to prevent- dieir 
creating a new Emperor.* This account, and 
tMi oflly^ is consistent with the whole tenor of 
tbe Epistles of both the Gregories, and with tfad 
coseval testimonies of Paul us Diaconus, and of 
Anastasius, who expressly mention that all 
Italy would have revolted, if the Pope had not 
interfered, and that the Patrician who had been 
sent by Leo to murder the Pope, would have 



, * *^ Oranes Ravennas exerdtus vel Venitarom talibus juint 
*^ uoo animo restiterunt, et nbi eos prohibuisset Pontifex Im* 
f ' peratorem super se constituere fuissent aggress!/' De gest. 
(•oagobard 1. 6^ c. 49. 

** Omipis Italia Consilium iniit ut siH eligerent Imporatorem^ 
^* et ConstantiDopoliin ducerent Sed compescuit tale Coq^ 
^* sUium Pontifex*' Anast. 
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bden torn in pieces, were it not for that . saine 
interference. The authorities of Paulus^ and 
Anitstasius in Latin History, are far superior to 
that of the more recent Bizantine Historians, 
Cedreniis, Thec^anes, and Zon^as. 

The HtigomU presented to Catholic Livings in 
Catholic France. 

Daily experience shews, how industrious 
Men are, in seeking evasions and sophisms to 
perplex the clearest positions, to palliate the 
most glaring absurdities, and to persist, in prac- 
tices which, by imperceptible gradattions of 
pride, ambition, and sdfishness, we have suffered 
our pens to vindicate, or our appetites and 
passions to approve. 

In addition to this depravity of mind, influ- 
encing our intellects, it is perhaps one of the.most 
lamentable effects of Religious controversy, that 
both the contending parties think it meritorious, 
knowingly to adopt opinions in opposite ex- 
tremes, which, by separating them further and 
further from each other, serve to prevent mutual 
intercourse by mutual acrimony, and so to save 
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their respective flocks from mutual coutamiuation* 
Thus, extremes, ><chich are often sinful, and al- 
ways erroneous, assume an air of piety. Extreme 
detestation of the Pope became piety in Eng- 
land, extreme veneration for him became Reli- 
gion in Italy. The former through zeal denied 
him all Primatial jurisdiction, the latter through 
opposite zeal ascribed to him infallibility. When 
the wisest Divines of the Protestant Church, 
Grotius and Melancthon, recommended more 
moderation,* the zealots replied, that the more 
remQte they steered from every thing approach- 
ing to Popery, the safer they were from its in- 
fection, however erroneous the opinions they 
might ad opt. t When the wisest Divines of the 



* Petavius and the celebrated Arnaud declare, that Grotius 
mentioned to them his intention of returning from the confu- 
sions of innovation, to die in the communion of the Catholic 
Church. Some of his Protestant friends said of him, Grotius 
Papizans, He himself says, that there can be no union of 
Chnstians without a Common Head, for the preservation of 
^tnity of faith and morals. See Appendix H. 

t See Burnet's History of his own times, and of the XXXIX 
articles. He endeavours to apologize for some of those doc- 
trines and practices, which he acknowledges to be erfone6us, 
observing, that, the Apostles continued to pray in tke Tempts 
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Catholic Gbttrch raised a cryagainst the pre* 
tended infallibility of the Pope, the Monks and 
Friars replied, that though it was not an Article 
of faith, yet Jt would shorten all controversies 
with Hereticks ; and it was safer to believe it, 
because it was more remote from the Doctrines 
of the New-school; and the more distant we 
were from those, the less liable we would be to 
,tbe danger of their infection !;}; 

IL Both parties ought to have considered, that 



of Jerusalem, and to Circumcise, after the abolition of the Mosaic 
'Law, and that the Compilers of the thirty-nine articles, worded 
them with ^purposed ambiguHy^so as to leave the Divines of the 
time, whose principles were obviously inconsistent with each 
other, each in possession of his own particular tenets, pro- 
Tided that all confederated against the ancient Church ! ! This 
was a Levy en Masse of the good, the had, and the indifferent, 
a confederacy of obvious inconsistencies f 

X " Les nouvelles heresies ont excite plus de Theologiens, 
'* adefendreT infallibility du Pape. La plupart de9 R?g^- 
" Mers attaches au Pape par leurs e?^einptio,ns et leus privileges 
*^ ont embrass^ cctte nouvelle doctrine, et y pnt attach^ une 
** idee de piet^, capable d' imposer aux consciences delicated. 
** II iaut, dit on, se tenir au plus sur en des matieres si impor«> 
** tantes, or le plus sur est ce qui nous eloigine le plus de la 
<' doctrine des Heretiques.*^ Fleury Douzieme Disccmiy 
.N0.UI. 
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m avoiding <)nedxtreme, persions whose imagiha^ 
tions are so wrought upon, fall into the opposite; 
" Dum vitant stulti *oitia in cbntraria ciirrunt^^^ 
that truth, aiid above all, Religious truth, dis* 
dains the support' of falsehood ; that falsehood 
injures every cause, and is a disgrace to every 
Chuirch, and to every party under whose banners 
it is enlisted ; that irue piety cannot be founded 
on ?i false faith; and that we 6ught to be much 
more afraid bf vifaiating the Cannons of General 
Councils, which have enacted thdt Bishops 
shall not ndminate their awn Successors^ and 
that Episcopal Elect i<ms shall be free, than of 
granting to the Laws of our country a just and 
necessary controul in the nomination of bur 
JBishops^ and in the temporalities of oar 
Church. 

m. If this advance should be fairly made oa 
our part, I havfe no doubt but that concessions 
equally advantageous to us will be made on the 
part of the Civil Power. For aftir long expe- 
rience,^ I can say, from personal acquaintance 
that Engltsbtne^ ^re not intoletaot^ except 
where they see intolerance in' otberft; ' ThOj 
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well know, that with the Irish, the Spirit of 
Party, the Pride of Ancestry, the Virtues of 
Patriotism, the feelings of irritation, all are 
confederated on the side of Catholicity ; that if 
order and good habits are to be introduced, the 
people must be gratified in their predilections ; 
that the Catholic Institutions must not only be 
tolerated, but that they must be cultvoated 
amongst us, and improved; that it is wiser to 
have them under patronage, than in open defi« 
ance; and that in amity with Law, they are 
essential to public tranquillity and suborditia- 
tiom May that System of Religion perish, and 
those principles be abolished in every State, 
which cannot be supported but at the expence 
of truth, and by the arms of Chicanery ^ Such 
Principles, and such Religions are fit only for 
that species of pimping Attorney ism, which is 
80 well designated in Italian by the name of 
Mozz-orecchiaria. 

IV. French Protestants were allowed, by the 
Qallican Church, to present to such Livings 
as were on their own estates, and in the gift of 
tb0ir Catholic Ancestorsi without the least pre* 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



101 

judice to the Catholic Faith. — ^There arise some 
difficulties in France, says the celebrated Perte 
Simon, with regard to Lay- Patrons who mak^ 
profession of the Reformed Religion. It would 
seem that, since they are left in possession of 
their lands and Lordships, they should also 
enjoy all the fruits and honorary rights that arc 
annexed to the same Lordships, especially ac- 
cording to the Maxim of the New Law, Collar 
tiones sunt in fructibusy which phoes the Pre- 
sentation to benefices in the number of fruits. 

No man doubts but that Patronage is a real 
Right annexed to Lands, and that it follows 
them as a fruit; so that no regard ought to be 
had to the quality of the person, the Right of 
Patronage not being personal but real; and the 
presentatidn being but a servitude of the Bene- 
fice, and not a Spiritual title. Institution must 
be bad from the Ordinary upon letters of Pre- 
sentation ; and in that Institution the Spiritu- 
alty does really consist. The Ordinary may 
reject those who are presented by a Hugonot 
Patron, if they are not capable; but otherwise 
he can have no reasonable objection. It re- 
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mains always in the liberty of Ordinaries, not 
to supply Benefices that are in Hugonot Patro- 
nage, but with fit and able Men. The Protes- 
tant Patron then, even if he would, cannot 
abuse his Right of Patronage, and it is impos- 
sible that the Church oan thereby receive any 
prejudice, if the Ordinaries discharge their 
duty. 

These, and many more reasons which might 
be alledged, were the cause that Lay Patrons, 
professing the Reformed Religion, obtained 
heretofore an Order of Council^ whereby they 
were allowed to nominate fit persons, who, 
in their stead, might present to the Benefices of 
their Patronage.* 

V. I have quoted this account from one of the 
most learned and celebrated Catholic writers of 
France, not for the purpose of shewing what 
the usages of France were, with regard to Hu- 
gonot presentations, for those usages might 
with very good reas6n be objected to in Irelaad, 

* See Pere Simon's Hist, of the Origin and Progress of 
Ecclesiastical Reveunues. 
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but merely to show what the Catholic doctrines 
are, and how they are misrepresented, either by 
the ignorance of our friends, or the malice of 
our enemies. 

. Take the following few principles, in opposi- 
tion to all the declamatory nonsense of your 
Keoghsj and all the half measures, and political 
manoeuverings of our Clerical Politicians, and 
it is impossible you can err. 

1. All Catholic Bishops must be Canonically 
elected by the Catholic Clergy of the vacant 
Diocese. — S, They must have Canonical ordi-' 
natian from the Catholic Church ; that is, they 
must he ordained by three Catholic Prelates, 
with the consent of the Provincial Metropolis 
tan; naaiely, of the Primate of Armagh, the Suc- 
cessor, of S. Patrick, for the Province of Ulster; 
of the Archbishop of T]uam, the Successor of 4S, 
Jarlathj for Cpnnaught ; of the Archbishop of 
fi^ashel, the Successor ofS. Ailbe. for Munster; 
and of the Archbishop of Dublin, the Successor 
of C. Conlaethy and of S. Aedan, for Leinster. 

VL. It cannot be denied, that this is legiti- 
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p)ate ordination, banded down, through those 
primitive Bishops, from the Appstles. Add 
Canonical Mission or. Institution^ which con* 
nects Parish Priests with their Bishops, and 
Bishops with the Church, and you will have 
every requisite for the legitimate exericise of 
JE'piscopal power Jure Divine. 

Ordination alone does not imply jurisdic^ 
tion. It only gives the ordained an apti-^ 
tude to serve the Church by preaching, 
teaching, and administering Sacraments; but it 
does not allot to him a particular Altar or Con* 
gregation. For this he must await the Mission 
of the Church, which is to indicate to him his 
particular destination^ whether to Ireland, to 
£ngland^ or to America, &c. *' quomodo pradi* 
cabunt nisi mittanturV — By Ordination Priests 
receive the power of consecrating the Elements, 
and remitting or retaining sins, and Bishops 
that of ordaining Priests and Deacons, &c. but 
the former receive no Parish^ and thfe latter 
no Diocese. So a shepherd may be a v«y 
good shepherd and have no flock, or a Judge 
n very good Judge and have no Circuit. 
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' Here then art the necessary requisites jure 
Dwiwo for Bishops and Priests ; viz. Canfonical 
Election^ Canonical Ordination^ and Canonical 
Mission^ and these must be independent of the 
Civil power. 

VI I. But with regard to the Indkidual who 
may be thus chosen^ ordained, and^67t^ by the 
Church to the Civil power, you may say what 
King Oswald said of a Countryman of our's, who 
was sent to be first Bishop of the Northumbrian 
Saxons — " You have sent me a peevish imper- 
^* tinent fellow — take him back, and send me a 
^^' pious and mild man." — The king having so 
negatived him, S. Columba's Successor Se^ 
genius^ fourth Abb«t of Hiona, sent our Coun* 
tryman Aidan^ who was the first Bishop of 
Northumbria, and who died in 65 L— Thus, with- 
out a Mission from t))e Church, there can be no 
«£cclesiastical jurisdiction^ no valid administra^ 
tion of Sacraments ; and without the good un* 
derstanding of the Civil Power, there must be 
war between the Church and the State. 

Arc the Ministers of peace to reject the olive 
branch when it is ofitred, and that too at a 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



106 

4tme, ^ben many of the Chapels of Ireland are 
built upon the Lands c^ Protestants, and sup- 
ported by their asuBificence? 

To bigots who would support such a system 
of hostility, whether from interested motives, to 
eJtclude every interference but their (Ww, or 
4Tom ignorance of the genuine principles. of the 
Catholic Religion, I will recommend the perusal 
of two small tracts, which are but little known, 
Jbut which may contribute more forcibly than 
apy thing I can urge, to the reunion of the 
tEnglish with the Latin Church, namely, the 
celebrated Eveque du Bellay's " Awisinement 
4^ Protestam a r Eglise Eomaim/' f>rinted, 
Paris 1640, and reprinted, IRouen 1648| and 
Veroniua's Regula Fidei which I have already 
quoted, p. IS. 

Mr. Keogh's Pamphlet, intitled " The Veto." 

L A declamatory compilation, intitled "2%e 
Fe/o," has lately ventured into the world, with 
Mr. Keogh's name prefixed to it ; stating in the 
title page, that Mr. Keogh is a Cathdic, a9 
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Irishman, a Member of Literary Societies^ and 
that his object is to unfold the designs of the 
Grenvilles against the Liberties of Ireland, by 
a Commentary on Lord Grenville's Letter to 
Lord fingal— I bought this Bye-blow of dis- 
appointed ambition, merely for its title page, 
forgetting, because I wish to forget, that some 
Members of Literary Societies are mere Pretend- 
ers ; that even learning, supposing it to exist in 
-thdr noddles, is found frequently to fail in the 
conduct and direction of life ; that we may be 
icnowing without being wise, except in 4mr<mH 
conceits; and that Literary Beaua? seldom dis- 
jeriminate between virtuous adherence to that 
jMthich appearjs truth, and impudent obtrusion 
of indigested^ notions and half«fledged opinions 
mpon the understandings of Men.-^I pass over 
the. ten pages of vapid declamation addressed to 
J&ngland, in which Englishmen are wisely in- 
fotmed, that they are fools compared with *the 
gr^eat Mr. Keogh ; that their Eippire is now at 
^ end ; that they raw in a theatre as Italians 
use,a Stiletto; that Carthage is already fiwtfU 
lowed by Roipe; and that this Irish Daniei 
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reads on their wooden walls, the Mysterious 
writing) Mane^ Thecel^ Phares, which consigns 
them to the slavery of the Persians and the 
contempt of the Medes ! 

I also pass by tlK>se charitable suspicions 
which our young Author entertains of Lord 
Fingal and Lord Killeen; observing only, that 
be, who is thus prone to form such opinions of 
others, may well be supposed to argue from his 
own knowledge of his own heart, and conse- 
quently not to be quite immaculate^ not quite 
innocent himself; and I come directly to that 
passage of his Rodomontade^ where he states^ 
that many Irish Aristocrats, if they were not 
ashamed to make an mowed recantation of the 
faith of their Ancestcn^s^ would gladly barter 
the Veto for Emancipation, and dra^ along 
with them into a schism, their unwary country- 
men, for the chance of getting places in P 1^ 

and sharing in the plunder of their Country ! 

I have no object in adverting to this silly 
assertion but one^ and that is, to state to you, 
and to such of my countrymen as may honour 
this letter with a patient perusal, that two de- 
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scriptions of Irishmen are hostile to a Negative 
on the part of the Civil power ; both fpr very 
opposite reasons, and yet both under the prete^vt 
of Religion! The Bishops, who influence their 
subordinate Clergy, are one class; the Reoolu^ 
tionists or Separtists another. Both well know 
that the Negatvoe has nothing to do with Re- 
velation: both well know, that the French 
Protestants presented Parish Priests to Catho^ 
lie livings in Catholic France; and yet both 
cry out, that if the Civil power should nomi- 
nate to Irish Bishopricks there would be an 
end of the Catholic Religion in Ireland! — The 
Bishops join in this uproar, to preserve their 
Lordly and t^n/imiVei/ dominion over the Irish 
Church, which a limited Negative would re- 
strain by the wholesome provisions of Law; 
The Revolutionists wish to foment Religious 
{liscord, as the surest and most efficacious me-; 
thod of preserving in their interests three or 
foiir millions of people, whose minds, already 
galled by oppression, may strll be wrought 
upon, as in the late Rebellion, by enthumstte 
notions of Martyrdomin the cause of God! 
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IL I do not mean to say, that Mr. Keogh wouki 
gladly put himself at the head of §uch Despera-» 
does; neither do I insinuate that this Literary 
Beaux would marry Madam Le ClerCy or one 
of Buonaparte's sisters, to obtain the Crown of 
Ireland ; but I doubt the purity of Ms inten- 
tions, who foments the Rebellion of inex- 
perienced scholars against their tutors and 
superiors, in an Ecclesiastical Academy.^ I sus- 
pect that he must be a stranger to the gederouti 
feelings, whom no spark of kindred pity induces 
to reflect, that by instilling into inexperienced 
minds the Principles of Rebellion, he is ac- 
countable for the consequence, of throwing 
the young and the foolish upon the mercy of a 
world which laughs at them ; or upon the bene*- 
volence of a Mr. Keogb. I doubt whether the 
Literary accomplishments of any Member of 
Literary Sacieties^ will ever afford them a dry 
potatoe, if his learning has not yet taught him^ 
that the miseries of the lower orders, so far as 
they arise from inequality of conditions, are 

* See Mr*^ Keogfaff Panphlct; pag^ ^« 
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dbBohxteSiy incurable ; and that his hturt must 
be steeled to virtue, who, knowrng^ how incu^ 
rable this condition of humanity is, would 
render it still more miserable, by raising expec- 
tations of amendment, which he knows are 
never to be gratified. 

IIL The business of a Literary Man is to learn ' 
that he may teach; to study that he may in* 
struct those who have had fewer opportunities 
than himself*: But Mr. Keogh cannot teach 
what, if report be true, he has never learned* 
Light may, inde^, be reflected by an opaque 
body; but such i$ the lot of Man, that wisdom 
can never emanate from the conceited opinions 
of an untutored mind. The perusal of a Ro- 
mance will not teach Theology. The dispor 
aition which best becomes Mr. Keoghj is will- 
ingness to learn, and bashfulness to dogma** 
tize ; great application is also necessary, even 
at the expence of those pleasures from which 
Young Men are not generally inclined to for- 
bear ; and respect for the abilities, and sub- 
ipission to the experience of jsijtqh an .exalted 
character, as that steady and inflexible States- 
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man, from whose notice poor Mr. Keogh endea* 
vouTs to derive some portion of fame.— ^ 
" Magnis clarescere inimicitiis. "* 

IV. Mr.Keogh may wonder, that what he com- 
prehends so clearly, namely, that a Veto is re- 
pugnant to the Catholic Faith, is downright 
nonsense to every Catholic who is acquainted 
with the doctrines of his own Religion. He 
will reproach our poor intellects no doubt, 
when he ought to blame the confusion of hid 
own. In opposition however to his wild asser- 
tion, that to grant a negative is to be guilty of 
Religious recantation, I beg leave to refer him 
to the preceding pages of this letter. 

V. I regret, as much as Mr. Keogh can, that 
the principles and the practice of Low Cunning, 
mental reservation, and servility seem to be so 
much attended to within the walls of Maynooth, 
the place in the world where open, ingenuous; 
and manly simplicity of manneris ought most 



• Poor Mr.Keogh's Heraldic learning is roused to indig- 
nation, because Lord Grenville has not styled Lord Fingal a 
Jt^HaiumtMeEatll 
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tp ^teynil. As far as Mh Keogh's Pamphlet 
goe$ to reptobaite Irish servility^ to extdrifimate 
a vite plant which is liot a native of 6uf 8oi( 
to braad with infamy, every attempt to intro- 
duce it^ and to cultivate thi genuine unstopbis^ 
ti(:at6d feelings of an Irish mind, I^ for one^ 
most heartily thank him^ Wherever I see. the 
ftpitit of intrigue ^nd cabal; I suspect: all its 
ptoceedings ; I doubt the truth of aseettions 
cottingfromsuch a polluted source; I qnestldA 
tiie 4utheftti6ity even of the Buds of GOttftorCr 
tion, whitb are said to have been received frfm 
It^lyfof the Consecration of Bishops, .Math# 
the last Mo ife^rSi *^ niti vuhro nm Qffdum;'' 
and, even th(^gh tbey were jnit into fny han^i 
I ^Qjild ^aminte t^m with all ^9unnteiia$9 
^ sii^cted I>iphm0^\ . . ,. 

VL A$ I boW tb«t JPnglan^ an4 Irei?n4 
mastiQver be united ]imderyC»§Ci«il CcK^tAtUr 
tion, I wQidd:ralh«r €ulth0,ff mi mpra^ 1^ 
union, for the prosperity and tranquility of ray 
Country, than, by Cbmtil^ihding the rebellion 
#f Inexpibmaced Young Metr agaimt. tteir 
Im^M Supfiiol^ 09 by 8|^tilat)t% :ODJtf;fi|f 
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ture separation of the two countries, to lay a 
foundation for the horrors of invasion and the 
implacable malice of cilril, and religious war/' 

.VII. The only course to be followed by those 
who disapprove of Maynooth is, either to object 
to the Law^ and Regulations of that Establish- 
ment; or, these Laws and Regulations being 
onceadfiaitted^ to shew that they are not observed^ 
or adhered to. — But when we are informed, in the 
language of exultation,' that, young as this 
Establishment is, ninety Ecclesiastical Students 
have been expelled ; and that, to the honour of 
the Nationalinstinctf youtig Clergymen are re- 
lu<:tantly promoted, who cannot be discipliiied 
into a surrender of ;their Love for their Country,- 
that Man^ust be a biook indeed, who cannot 
see into the Design ! The sober judgmetit of 
a reflecting mind is as different from the 
thoughtless tM^inc^' of k^edcperienced youth, a^ 
Patriotism is dtfierent from Rebellion. ^ ^ i 

Conclusion. 

I. There are already too many questions afloal 
in the worlds whick are calculated to {umiuct 
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hatred; inflaming the malevoleiit passions; oc* 
castontng Sebts to rise in Religion, and factions 
in the state. It will be the wish of every Chris* 
tian^^nd the^tudy of the wise and the virtuous, 
to allay . these passions Tather than -foment 
them ^ to remove the old causes of contention/ 
rather than originate new subjects of Civil dis- 
cord; especially such as may assume an air of 
Religion, as a mask for treason in the name of 
GW.-^The object of tills Letter is to remove 
one^ause of jealousy, to tear off one mask of 
hypociisy, by shewing, that the question of a 
limited e^jtia/ negative in the appointment 
oj^'Irish Bishops, is perfectly consistent with the 
Catholic Religion. 

II. Tcan say widi truth, and this letter Will I 
think afford internal evidence of that truth; that 
I have not shaped my opinions^ by the views or 
the opinions ^of any Man^ or of any party in 
England J notihy Sii; J. Hippc^ky's^ who, with 
the best intentions, has yet to*leam the .w&ote 
extent, r and r to calculate the different beariiigi 
«f f a subject, ; : which in vd ve$v the ; Dime and 
JCc^siastical rightSiOf ihie s^oond oixler^ o^ the 
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the Irish Clergy, as well as of th^ fiFst^ and 
embraces even the Civil Rights of thd IHah 
People; not hj Mr. Perceoal^s, or by his 
friend Ihctor Duigenan\ whose measures will 
sever require to be defeated by argument, be* 
cause they will ever defeat themselves, and they 
are Sufficiently defeated by proceeding from 
such a source ; not by Lord Grebville's, whose 
opinions hftvenot yet been sufficiently unfolded^ 
to enable us to 6:>r<n a fair and impartial esfi> 
inate of their extent in detail— This, however^ 
I will boldly say, that if no better objection- 1(^ 
XmA Grenville's qpiniotis earn be alleged, than 
thos6 which ate- fouddied by the BislibpSy aiid 
by Mr. Keogh, on an effectual negative^ thiat 
glQiui4 13 «tt«rly untetiaible^ and thejf may find 
^undl^nt f eal^dn Aer^if^ i» the ibva^ioM and 
4istfact»o% of theit Cwnlry, to repent the re*^ 
jecdon of his opinU>n^, ^o; object to ihem mi^f 
lipon 8Qf fotile t»d fck&ub, or nither so wickecl 
atiitbypOcritietfl a pretoietJ ; ^ 

: IIL It ift imjidteUile thait aft Mem ishould t&tiik 
liltk^ nipdti miibtersi ^heflier Civil or Ecclesias'- 
laSoai^ wluisli sto opest to free vq^my^ wd yi^ 
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tional discussion; but it is tssentiai to tfad 
interests of Society, that tlie language of truth 
and reason should be calmly end dispassionately 
Ijpard* In the reje<^tioh pf our opinions we 
may £eel our pride humbled, our fancied superi* 
ority of understanding resisted^ our pbwer and 
mir profit opposed ; but it is necessary tothj^ 
interests of our Country, that those who think 
differently should live in peace ; that we should 
promote the happiness of each other; that 
the danger of Christianity should be a com* 
mon cause; and that we should overturn the 
dominion of hypocrisy, as a greater enemy to 
Christianity, and more odious to the Supreme 
Beings than Infidelity itself. 

No community ever yet existed; not even 
that of the Apostles, in which there has not 
been, on some subjects, a difftrence of dpin!* 
onsl We cannot expert th^t the understand- 
ing of one part of any Community should 
submit to that of another. To insist upon such 
^prinpipl^ would be to establish an Inquisi- 
tion, which may coerce esternal pfefession, but 
not produce uniformity of mind. It is the busi- 
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«ess^f Virtue and Religion, to calm the jkrring 
pa3sijDh8^ and reconcile^ the; clashing* interests 
of the human breast. 

• IV. Let us look up, rta that Being whose, jndg- 
ments hang suspended over Our heads.rriSSeir^iii» 
Corda! Jjet us remember, that truth requires.no 
quibUes of casuistry to be ucged in her defence ; 
(hat. we can never impose upon our\ hearers tor 
pur readers by partial representatitms ; that 
)ionestyJs the best policy; that rfitional devo- 
tion is. founded, not on false principles of tci'- 
/reme^Jn Religion, but on true faith;* auditbat 



* *M1 faut, dit OD^ se tenir au plus sur en des noatieres si 
^' importantes : or le plus sur est ce qui nous eloigne le plus 
*^ de la doctrirve des Heretiques. Comnvesj en.fpyantufi exces 
** on ne pouvoit pas tomber dans V autre. La vraie piete' est 
" fondee sur la vraie creancty et le plus sur en matiere de 
f' Reli^on est c|B qui ^ toujours ^t^ cru pa|p, toute l',Egl|ie. On 
** doit bien plutot se faire conscience de mepriser les Conciles 
" et r aiitorit^ do V Eglise Universelle, que tout le nionde 
f* reconnoit pour infallible, que de ne pds attribner aux Papes 
'< tout ce que les flatteurs )ui donnent depuis 200 ans. / La 
** flatterie et la complaisance servile sont des vices odieux ; la 
'^ liberte et le courage a sotitenir la verit^ sont des verttts 
^* Ckretiennes qui font partie de la piete.'* Fleury Dousiei^^ 
Piscours edit, a Nispoes 1785, p* 414. 
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it is disgraceful to oiir Country to^stknd up for 
Tulgar prqudicies^ \V^hich the most learned tod 
pious Divines of all cations have long since con- 
signed to eternal disdain. —The time i* at length 
arrived^ a time which all the wise and good Men 
of our Country have prayed for, during the 
whole of the last century, and that time may 
speedily etaps^e, never to return, certainly not 
to return under the dominion of a Buonaparte, 
when, if we will but avail ourselves of it, we 
may finally establish a National Church-Disci- 
pline, equally independent of what S. Paul 
styles Dominatio in Cleris on one side, and of 
Political Tntingues oxx the other: a system of 
Church Discipline founded on general will, 
affording complete satisfaction to the Civil 
Power, embracing general feelings, cherishing 
general interests, and consequently to be sup- 
ported not by the Clergy only, but by a reci- 
procity of general affection; by Laws which 
restrain the petulance of human power; whicl^ 
curb the licentiousness of individuals in the ex- 
ercise of that powpr ; and which render respecta- 
ble and permanent by salutary controul, that 
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Discipline, and those imtitutioqs, >vhich, if abptn^ 
doned to the caprice of individuals^ are liablp to 
every species of profanation^ and beco^ie odious 
and detestable only from abuse. 

I am^ as ever. 

Your affectionate 



COLUMBANUS. 



LotufoHf 
MMrch l6tkflBlO. 
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APPENDIX.— No: L 

Being Part of the Appendix to Sir Jbhn Cox 

Hippislefs Bill. 



RESOLUTIONS OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRE- 
LATES.IN 1799/ 

lT a meeting of the Roman Catholic Prelates, held in 
iDublin the l^th, ISth, and Ipth of January 179^9 to deliber- 
ate on a proposal from government, of an independent pror 
vision for the Roman Catholic clergy of Ireland, under certain 
regulations, not incompatible with their doctrine, discipline^ 
or just principles: — 

' It was admitted, that a provision through government for the 
Roman Catholic cleigy of this kingdom, competent and se- 
cured, ot^t to be UankfaHy accepted. 

Thaty in the appointment of the Prates of the Roqiat^ 
Catholic region ^o vac^t Sees within the l^ingdom* ^wb inr 
tef^rencc of gov^rol»e^t a^ my enable it to b^ satisfied of tb^ 
loy^y of the perspn ftppointed, i? just, ftiui osght to \» 
agreed tp. 

That, togjve tbi9 priftpiplp its f»U pperation» without infring- 
ing the discipline of the Rp^mt Cgtt^>|ic churcbf or diminlshr 
ing the religious influeince which Pi?l^« pf thait Church oi^ht 
justly to possess pv^r their re^pectivi? flpckp, thie fpjjpwing re- 
gulations se^pi necessary : — 

l8t.--r-In the Tf^eancy of a See, the Qeigy , pf a Diocese ip 
rpcwnmendf as usuaff* a Candidate to the Prelates of the 'E^cl^r 

^ To recqmmendf da usual ! — ^Tbis is the first instance in Irish 
History, of the Biettimi and P<M^t«^«e>ii of the Vacant Diocese 
being insidiously styled a IRtcmmneniutwf^ as iinraI/<'-«-^Be ft 
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siagtical province, who elect iiiro, or any other tbey may think 
more worthy, by a majority of stiffrages* — In the case of 
tquaUty ofsuffragesy theJVietropolitan or seiiior Predate, to have 
the casting vote* 

ScL-^In the election of a metropolitan, if the provincial pre- 
lates do not agree within twa months after the vacancy, the 
senior Prelate shall forthwith invite the surviving metropoli- 
tans to the ilectiotty in which each will then have a vote. — 
In the equality of suffrages, the presiding Metropolitan to have 
a casting vote. 

3d. — In these eleciionSf the majority of suffrages must be 
ultra medietatem, us the canons require, or must consist of the 
suffrages of more than half the electors. . 

4th. — The candidates so elected^ to be presented by the Pre- 
sident of the election to government, which, within one month 
after such presentation, will transmit the name of the said Can- 
didate, if no objection be made against him, for appointment 



Remembered, that this was a private Document, handed in to 
Government by the Bishops who signed it; and smuggled^ 
'most ungenerously smuggted^ without the knowledge of the 
<5reat Body of the Irish Clergy ! . . Those Bishops would not 
have ventured, in a publie Document^ to have styled that a 
Recommendation ^nly^ which all Ireland, from time immemo« 
rial, has styled " The Election and Postulatioin of the Dean and 
^* Chapter of the Vacant Diocese !" Much less would they 
liave ventured thus to arrogate the Election to themselves ! 
Let it only be asked, — Was Doctor Troy elected to Ossory, by 
the Suffragan Bishops of Leinster? Dr. O'Reily to Armagh, 
■by the Suffragans of Ulster ? Dr, Moylan to Cork, by the Suf- 
fr^ns of Munster? Dr, French to Elphin, by the Suffragans 
of 'Connaught ? — Irishmen, bjB not cheated! — Englishmen be 
not deceived !— These »re arrogant Pretensions ! — Rob U9 ncH 
of our Privileges ! — Bejust^andfearnot! 
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to tbe holy See, or return the said name to the president of the 

election, for such transmission us may be agreed on. 
5ih. — If government have any proper objection against such 

candidates, the President of the election will be informed 

^hereof: within one inonth. after presejitatipn ; who^in that)(;a3e 

will convene the elector^ to the election of another candidate. 
Agreeably to the discipline of the Roman Catholic churchy 

these regulations have no effect without the sanction of the 
*holy See ; which sanction, the Roman Catholic Prelates of this 

kingdom fihall, as soon as may be, use their endeavours to 

procure. 

The Prelates are satisfied that the nomination of parish 

priests, with a certificate of their having taken the oath of 

^llqgiance, be certified to government. 

RICHARD 0*REILEY, 
EDWARD DILLON, 
P.J. PLUNKET, 
DANIEL DELANY, 
JIAMES CAULFIELD, 

; J. T. TROY, 

THOMAS BRAY, 
F. MOYLAN, 
EDMUND FRENCH, 
JOHN CRUISE. 

\* Be it remembered, that those very Bishops, who in this deed of dark- 
ness, ttsnroed to thems^^ves the ancient rights and privileges of the 
second order of the Irish Clergy, are fed, clothed, and maintained at the 
expence, and hj the Folontary contr^btttions, of those very. Parish Priests 
^vvh^m they attempted thus basely to betray. 

EfiglUfimen! Irishmen! Nature has united you by vicinity, by com- 
merce, by language, kindred, and interest. Preserve to each other yo«r 
respective rights. Guarantee these rights to each other, and you will 
yet conquer the Tyrant of Europe.^— Bu^ if ^ou betray each othei^you 
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APPENDIX.— No. II. 



n 



Grotius on the Pope's Supremacy ^Jrom theCon^ 
elusion of his last Reply to Rivet. 



*^ Restitutionem Christianorum in unum idemque corpu^, 
'' semper optatam a Grotio> sciunt qui euni~norunt. Exisli- 

mavit autein aliquando incipi posse a Protestantium inter ae 
** conjnnctioue. Postea vidit id plane fieri nequire, quia pne- 
** terquam quod Calvinistarum ingenia fere omnium ab omni 
'< pace sunt alienissima, Protestantes nuUo inter se comnmni 
** Ecclesioiiico regimme sociantur. Quae causae sunt, cur 
** facile partes in unum Protestantium corpus colligi nequeant, 
** imo et curpartet aUa atque alia sunt exturrectura^ Quare 
** nunc plane ita sentit Grotius, et multi cum ipso, non posse 
** Protestantes inter se jungi, nisi simul jung^ntur cum iis qui 
'* Sedi Romanae cohaerent; sine qua nuUum sperari poteit in 
** Ecclesia communt regimen. Ideo optat ut ea divulsioi quas 
^ evenit, et causae divulsionis toUantur.^— Inter eas causas noil 
** est Primatus Episcopi Romani uamdum Cmumes^ fieitente 
** Melancthone, qui eum Primatwm ttiam necessarium putat 
** ad retinendam unitatem.^ 



TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE PASSAGE. 

*^ As many as know Grotius^ know this of himi that iie ha» 
** always desired that Christians should be again united int6 
** one and the same body. He was once of opinion, that this 
** might have been begun by uniting Protestants with onf 
f<apother. Afterwi^rds h^ saw this was impossiblci not only 
*< because the disposition of the Calvinists is averse to .peaces 
<' but because ProtMtants have no common Church Govern* 
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^'AitAi,: iittiriiidt they are united^ tUeh are tliie te^Mos fkat 
>^i^ s^veml ^Umioiis Of Protestants can. n^^r coalesde, . but 
*^ slitt greater and: greater div»ioii» wiU ^laue* Wberefo^ 
^ GwoHm k iiMt dbsokitelj' ni opiniod^ mid maay otiiefa con^ 
** euf Willi Uni in the same jud^ntoat, tfast Prot^stanU cainot 

/* witAtkbe !tta are in cmmmhh iakk thi Set ff Mmm^ 
'** HeBoe:it ja bis msb, that Che sispaiiatidn whkh has be^a 
^ jmute/ aKad t|^ causes of: sf^iMicatiQa my be tenKnredv 
5^ Among^ thesis ({ausea the Priixlilcy of the Bishop of Mnm^ 
^ ibteordh^ ia Mei^anenf, is aol 1^ fre rtckaked; as Mdandr 
'* thon likewise confesses, who is of opiaion^ that that Primady 
" is tven necessatyfor preserving of Unity r 

" What is the reason/' — says Grotius in his first reply 
to Rivet)—-'' that those among the Catholics, who differ in 
** some points, still remain united in one and the same body 
*< without breaking. communion; and those among the Pro* 
^ testants who disagree, cannot be so united, however they 
/<^)eak muclr of hrciher^i\lovei Whoever wHl comider 
' *■ this aright, will find how great is the effect of Primacy/' 

The pride of learnii^, even the most profound, could hardly 
feel any degree of humiliation in making concessions to such 
a prodigy of learning as Petavius. Grotius did homage to the 
;»uperiority of his^nind; and confessed, that, in spite of all the 
abuses of Italians, Spaniards, and Portuguese, the One Catho* 
lie and* Apostolic Church is ttat, which, dispersed throughout 
the di£krent nations, and worshipping in the dififerent languages 
of the woild, ii'in union with the Set, though sometimes in 
hostility with the Coarf, of Rome* feee the Aiticlfe, Grotius, 
in Ae hst edition of the DicHonaire ie Caen^ 1739; and in 
the^ last edition of Moreri. — Grbtius's book on the JnticliHit 
>dSbrds internal evidence of this altefadon in hii^ opiniohs. ^ 
* ** Primac^, says MelanctUot:!,' is ev^ bece^^ td preserve 
'^ imimi We agree that the presidinig' of Bishops dt^r ^nany 
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<« Charehd8y^aii(l''of ibe-M^op of Rome oVeir aU'^Bisbbps is '6 
^ laiff ul form of QovetatdHi^. The Monitrcli j 'of the 'P6])6 
«< could also conduce very inueh»to presen/e different nation^ 
<< in agieiteent of doctrine. ' So tbat^ we should easily; agree 
*' about UieA(pr«i»iicjf,*and Idngs might easily moderate any 
'< enterprises of Popes 'upon* the State/' Mdlanctbon in Sub- 
script. Articular. "* Smalcald. anno^ 1^37 ;' et *in ^ Epist apud 
Bossuet, Hist, des^ Variat. L 4, Sect. 39, 1, 5, Sect. 24.'--Com- 
pare S. Hieron. Epist. &?$ Open 1. 1» p. l6S| et S. Chrysost* 
in AcuApostl. 15/ S. liat.xyi. 18. Luke3txii.32« S# 
John XX. l6, with Dupm*$ De antiejua^Eccksiae^DisciplinliV 
Paris l686/pikg. 303, &c. 



APPENDIX.— No. III. 

A Catalogue of the most learned Works on the 
Catholic Hierarchy f and the Rights of the 
different Orders of the Catholic Clergy. 

Petaviw de Dvoina HierarcMaf in the 3d volume of his Dog- 
mata Theologica, against Salmasius, Paris foL l644« It was 
published separately, fol. 1 643. 

Also his Animadversianes in Epipianium. 

Usher against Blondel's Apology, in his De j^ttfopor. et Me* 
trapolitanor. origine Lond. l6d7 : et Bremen 1701 • 

Morinus De Sacris Ordinationibus^ fol. Antwerpis, l655. 
He has collected into this woric th^most ancient Rituals of 
the Oriental Churches, as well as of the Latin. — ^< J. Mori:* 
** nus, in Opere pra^claro de Sacramento OrdinationiSt 
** Paris 1$55| et BnueUis l686, de ritibus Ordinfttioais par 
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** bmties sbialies Ec^le^a'-C. ib .Oriedte ei Occidenfi^^fr^ 
*' quehtatis, dib^ttatdHigentissiiiie,' et multos Ritaales libfos 
^^ liitihos, Grsecos, 'Sjrriacos proihii/' Fabrici BiUiolh. 
Antiq. fffttiibnrgreC Upsm 1713, p. 46l. 

ThamassmdeDisciptina EecL 3 vol fol. Paris> l6^,l681, 1<?B4. 
Fabrici says olT flits workj " Ltid. Thbmassitii va«^tfm e^ emit" 
*^ turn Opus, post binas Gallicas editiones, ab Auctore La- 
" tine versuffl, editumque Parisiis ifiSl /' ib. p. 462. ' 

Jffoistenius on thci^Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Bingiam^s Antiquities, folio edition, London 1762. 

Bieticridjgfe Codex Canonum, 1768, 

Goar's Euchok^, Grac. Paris, fol. Gnec.-Lat. 1647. ^ 

MabillorCt Preface to liis third Benedictine age. 

Jii^a^t«*« Dissert, on TertulHan. 

3f €itardi Sacramentarium Gregorii M. 4to. i642* 

BoUeau de antiquo jure Presbyterorum in Regimine Ecclesi-^ 
astico,' 8vo. l678* 

— — - De antiquis et Majoribus Episcoporum causis, ^to. 
1678. 

Anioniu Pererut Dissert. Histor. Theol. de gestis Gregorii VII. 
Olisiponae 1769. — very scarce, and curious. 

Dtf Govoemement des Dioceses en conmun par les Evegues et 
par Us CitreSi a Bask I707f Deux vol, en 12. — " Cet 
** ouvrage vient d^un homme tres connu, et qui pendant sa 
<< vie a enrichi FEgiise de pltisieurs autres Ecrits, qui ont 
" ete, et qui ne cesseront de Ijii etre fort utiles/' Biblio- 
theque des AuteUrs Ecclesiastiques du 18me Siecle, pour 
servir de continuation a celle de M. Dupin» l*ome premier, 
a Paris, 1736, p. 411. 

Schelestratc Dissert, de Auctoritate Patriarcbali et Metro* 
polit. Romae, 16870 4to. 

De Marca De Concordia Sacerdotii et In^erii, Barcinonse, 
4to. 1646; et postea per Balusium, fol. Paris,. 1704. . ^' - 
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Tfi9iie4e$ ifmr9^m Efoeqm^ per ik£r. Digtfef^ ^^ dons. J7i0. 
; Se^ w actual <tf tUs excelieiit work, \n tlie Biblu^eque 
. de^ Aut^un £cclei$Muitiqiie« abov« montionedy t. 3. p. 1^ 
Mwriame de anticniis Ecdeyis Ritibia» Editio IViediolaQ* in 

Ftf^rocUi Pfv^ylaMUii «d Ada SS. Exemi^aria p tmuii iM 
. ^a» Coadari HUtorian contmept 
Co^e/b*tiflp^« notea^n !&€ Apostolical Constitutions. 
Balu;^s notes on the E^Mstte^of Lqpus Fenariensis, Epist 89* 
Nicoie PrejuBBx legitimes. 

Balu/s edition of the Capitularies with his Pre&ceand Koteit 
HdUicBy deSacris Electiombusi foL Paris^ l6s6. , 

Diptfi de antiqua Ecdesiie DiscipUna^ Mo« Paris l696. 

De Ecclesiastica et Civili Potestate, Bto. 
Herman^t Life oC Atfaanasias, 4to. 
FovvEfeM Jus Ec^lesiasticum UaiveiBUBi. 
Jrnmu^i Treatise on reading the Holjr Scriptwres lyunsl 
. Steward, 



FINIS. 
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